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Auricular. Confeſſion. 


H E Zealots of the Church of Romeare 
wont to Glory of the ſingular advanta- 
ges, in the Communion of that Church, 
eſpectally in reſpe& -of the greater 
means and helps of Spiritual comfort, 
which they pretend are to-be had there, above and 
| beyond what are tobe found amongſt other Societies 
of Chriſtians. Which one thing, -if it could be as 
ſubſtantially made out, as it is confidently aſlerted, 
could, not fail to ſway very much with all Wiſe men, 
and would undoubtedly prevail with all devout per- 
ſons, (who were made acquainted with the ſecret) to 
o over to them. But if contrariwiſe it appear upon 
arch, that their pretenſions of this - kind' are falſe 
and groundleſs, and that the methods of Adminiſtring 
confolation,' which are peculiar to that Church, are 
as well unſafe and deceitful,as ſingular and unneceſlary : 
Then the ſame Prudence and Sincerity, will oblige a 
| man to ſuſpe& that Communion, inſtead of becoming 
a proſelyte to it, and to look upon the aforeſaid boaſt- 
ings as the effect either of deſigned impoſture, - or at 

the leaſt of Tgnorance and Deluſion. : 
Amonegſt other things, that Church highly values it 
ſelf upon,the Sacrament of Penance(as they call it)and 
as deeply blames and condemns the Church of Exg/and, 
and otherReformedChurches,for their defe& in,an _ 
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2” Of Auriquhah Confeſſion. 
let of fo important and comfortable an Office. - And 


' under that ory pretext, her Emiſfaries (who are 


Concil. Trid. 
feff. 14. c. 2. 


Vid.Becan« 
Tratt. de Sa- 
eramentis 11 
ſpecie. 


wont according to the phraſe of the Apoſtle, 70 creep 
into houſes., 9 lead Captive ſilly Women, &c.” inlinu- 
ate themſclves into ſuch of the People as have more 
Zeal then knowledge, and now and then wheadle ſome 
ot them over_ info their .Sgciety, To thag purpoſs, 


they will nht*only-hatappue them with. fine 1tories of 


the eaie and benefit of it, as of an Ancient and uſctul 
Rite, but will: alſo Preagh! 50; them tha ngpefiity; of it, 
as of Dw ang laſtitution, ang that i; 15 as imgpItant 
(in ins kind). 3s Baptiſna or; the Logds Suppes.. For 
that Goniefipn:to 4 Brief, and; his,AbPlutionythere- 
vpanladant, ie the only;: mgaps; appointed" By*God 
for: the procuring of, Pardon of; all; mortal, fins, comp 
mittedattes Bapiifian,  : E | 

_ Ax for. Original fin;, or whatſoever actual. trans. 
grcſhions may: have, been commuted: betoge Baptitm, 
alt thoſe they, agknowleds, tobe walked azyay. anghas, 
faored Laves.. And tor ſins, of Infirmity or, Vena}, ſing, 
theſs may be dong away by Cveral.caly methods, by 
Eoprizion; alone | ſay; ſome,,) ney, by Atarition along, 


olagt hers) by Hlabunal, Giecs: lay's.a bhing, Wc. But 


ox. mortal Gns GoImitied: after: a 1147 15,2987 tedt Into. 
Church by: Bapiytm,; for-;thele there; 15, no. ohbher. 
door of Mercy, but the Prietts Lips, nox, hath God, 
appg.nied, or will aggajt of. any other way; of Recon- 
caliarion then,-this,, of: Contelhon to. a Pricit, and, his, 
Ablolutom:: 1 no bing . | 
-  'Fbis, -Sadrament; of Penance. therefore. is cailed. by, 
them, Secunda Tabula poſt ngufragium,, ME: P&CYJIAT T6e, 
was. ofa. laplea, Clyiſthan, rhe; only;, Sanctuary, of a 
pudty, Cenſgence, the bole means of-reftoring. lugh; a; 
|= de Bucs, of Conſcienee,ths Favguy, of, God, ang, 
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belq"+3 be fo Soveraigh' dnd Rt Ganſh rethedy?” Elie 
ir cures #0525; qwoties ; nad Aimiever bl Hhting Hh Feat 
rizges Have' been, an how: ofren Lever repeated; "if 
be do but''as offer 'tef6it to986,” he fhall "RENEE 
andlean ns wheh he Hirſt icamerfroth'the-Fgnt.s / 
This ready and-cafte way(Taythey) hath God allow 
ed men,of quitting all ores with hindſeK, inthe uk of 
which they may have perfeQpeace if theirConleiences, 
2nd may think-of the day of fudgment/without trorroe, 
having their Cale Gecided beforehand byGods: 
the Prieſt, and their Pardon reaty t0-procuce, af 


_ plead atthe Tribunal of Chriſt, 


What 2 mighty defeCt is it thereſote in the Prote- 


| Nam Churches ,- who wanting this Savrirhent,'-warik 


the-- pritcipat thiniſtry- of recenciliarien'?: Ahd whd 
would not joyn himſdlt'to the Society of that Church, 
where this great Cale is {9 abundantly provided for? 
Forif at tlns be true, he-muft qua hob hath 
and Heſetve to" periſh, yyhe- wil not be 

munidh Hom! ener the way-to foe wb is _ 

enſte and obvious, "no -wonder chertforel fay, 'if not 
only the Jooke and vicious are fond of this' Communion 
where they may fin and confels, and <onteſs and fin 
agnih «without any great datiger \” but'& (would be 
frange- if the 'thore' Virtuous end! Biidene: alfs, did 


not our of more caution think it beekxmethem to com- 


ply 'with his expedient. '' For as much. as there is no 
man who underſtands himfelf, bur n@:ift be confcious 
of having committed ſins fince his Bapriim, and then 
for fear - foine' of "they ſhould: prove th be of i 
mortal'nature, it will be 'His' fafeſt” courſe: to betake 
himſelf ro this refuge, and' conſequently be will eaffly 
bedrawn to that Church, where: the- -only remedy of 
kis difeaſe is ro be had. - 

| " Dyr the belt of it is tie Hint bo der Gidihth 
xv B 2 proved 


proved, and more eaſily phanfied by filly People; 
then believed by thoſe of diſcretion. And theretore } 
there may be no. culpable./ defe& in, the reformed |f © 


Churches, that they. traſt: not to this remedy in fo If * 
great a Caſe. ' And as for-the, Church of Znglard in w 
particular,. though the hath no fondneſs for Mounte- _ 


bank Medicines , as obſerving them to be ſeldom 
ſucceſsful; yet ſhe is not wanting in her care, and com- f 
paſſion to the Souls of thoſe under her guidance;but ex. il © 

elleth as. much tenderneſs of their peace and com. 


| ort, .as the Church of Rome can pretend to. Indecd a 
ſhe hath not ſet up a Confeſſors Chair in every Pariſh, net 
nor much leſs. placed the Prieſt in the Seat of God Al- yer 


ighty,. as thinking it ſafer, at leaſt in ordinary Caſes, 
nt. men. to the Text of the written word.of God, ” 
and to the publick Miniſtry thereof, for reſolution of F,. 
Conſcience, then to the ſecret Oracle of a Prieſt in a Far 
corner, and adviſes them rather to obſerve what God hie 
himſelf declares of the nature and guilt of fin, the ag; Nc . 
gravations. or abatements . of. it, and, the. terms and I x; 
conditions of Pardon, then what. a Prieſt pronounces. 
But however this courſe doth not pleaſe the Church like 
of Rome, for reaſons beſt known to thetnſelves, which 1 
if we may gueſs at, the main-ſcems to be this, they WM, 
do not think it fit to- let men-be their own carvers, but, I... 
lead then like Children by the hand ; my meaning is, Wy. 
they keep People as much in Ignorance of the Holy = 
Scripture as they can; locking that up from .them in q 
an unknown. Tongue ;. naw. if they may-. not. be tell; 
truſted. with thoſe Sacred Records,. ſo. as to.inform 
themſelves of the terms of. the New Covenant, ;the 
conditions.of the , Pardorr of fin, and Salvation, 
it is then but reaſonable: that: the Prieſt ſhould Judge 
for” them, and that they await their doom .from his 
Mouths. . Xct.I do.not.ſeq why.in.a Proteſtant Cana 
"5 "SRO 4 Wwaner 


Of Auricular Confeſſion. 5 
where the whole Religion is in'the Mother Tongue, 
the Old and eſpecially the. New Teſtament conſtantly,. 
and -conſcientiouſhy expounded, and the People allowed - 
toſearch the Scriptures,and zo ſee whether things be ſo or 
wo, I ſee not, I ſay, Why in ſuch a cafe the Prieſt: 
may not in great meaſure be excuſed the trouble of at- 
tending ſecret Confeſſions, without danger to theSouls 
of men. | 

But beſides this, there is a conſtant uſe of Confeſit> 
on and Abſolution roo, in the Church of Exgland, in 
every Days Service ; which though they be both in ge- 
neral terms,. as they ought to. be in publick Worſhip, 
yet. every Penitent. can both from: his own Conſcience 
ſupply the generality: of the Confeſſion by a remorſe» 
tulrefletion upon hisown particular ſins, as well as if 
he did it at the knees of a-Prieſt ; and alſo by an AQ of 

Faith nope gr general Sentence of Abſolution to 
his own Soul, with as good and comfortable effe&ts,as 
if it had.been ſpecially pronounced by his Confeſſor.. 

- But this publick Confeſſion'doth not* pleaſe the Ro» 
maniſts neither, and they know a Reaſon-for their-dif 
like; namely, . becauſe this doth not conciliate ſo great- 
2 Veneration to the Prieſt-hood, as when all men are : 
brought to kneel to-them for Salvation: : Neither doth 
this way make them to pry into the ſecret. thoughts of . 
Men, as Auricular Confeſſion doth, wherein the Prieſt 
not only made a Judge of mens-eſtate, but a Spy ups» 
on their behavior, . and is'capable of becoming an In» - 
telligencer to his Supertors of all the Deſigns, Intereſts, , 
and even Conſtitutions 'of the People. . 
| Moreover the Church of. Exglandallows of private 
Confeffions' alſo, as particularly inthe Viſitation of the : 
fick, (which office extends alſo to them that are trou- - 
bled in: Mind or Conſcience, as well as to the afflicted: 

inBody) where the Miniſter is directed to..examine 
| par» - 


6 Gf alaricalarConfeſsion. 
particularly the MRate-ofthe-Deoumbents Soul,: to feard 
' and.romage this Conſcience," tay' bis Faith, his 8b jo 

we, 6s Charity. p3y;:co move;/him-to make wor 
ialConfaſhion. of $15\fns, rand afterwards toalbioh Lit] 


kim vpn! juſt gromwnds. 1 i on i nfs, 
Nay furrher-yet, if ©; bofides the cafe of Scknefs) of 
. any Man fhalkenherout of-perptextty ot Mznd, icrupy WW paſt 
lofity or remorſe of Conſc.ence, or any other .nevouſf 27 
- coninderation, 'think it 2needtul to apply himiclh' tiff acc 
| Prieſt ofthe Qhavch of England tor advice, caſe; or wi and 
lief, be hath incouragement and-direction fo to-do intikÞ the 
firt Exhortatian totbe Holy Communion, and may tz tic 
fureto find thoſe :wihowall tenderly, and taithfally, a wi 
__wellasfecretly adminifter cohinnecetittixes.$0 that Till 4 
not what defect or omifſion can be ebjected to thifff ad 
Charch in all ths Afﬀaur, or what Temptation an inſdi 
Man can have upon this account to go fram us 10 tt 2 
 . Churchotf Rome. YZ 20% te! 


. But all this will not ſatisfy them of the Church oor 
Rome, they 'are neither-contented with publick. con 
feflion, nor with private, no nor with ſoanet nezther 
it it be only occafſiona] or voluntary : It is the univer 
fality and neceſſity of it which-they, inſt npon, tor ity 
nar - with them ,a Matter. at -Eccleftaſtieal Diſciplng 
to preventithe .Scandal -afthe;Saciety, to:conſerve the 
Reverence of the Church, or to reſtrain men from 4 
ning, or much leſs an Office of Expedieacy and Pry 
dancetg be reſfartedio upon exigencies, .or ſuch as ny} 5, 
accidenta}ly became neceſiary wpan emergency as lp Txt 
poſe upon the atrocity of: ſome: {act icammitted , rieſluch. 
ſcandalauſneſs of ſome perſons tormer life, whicifin,, 
may make him more doubtful ofais Pardon, the wewſſlthou; 
nets of his Judgment, the Melancholy of his Tomy ment 
or the Anxiety of has Mind, :or any ſuch like occatenfl 6. 
but .it muſt 'be the Kanding indiſpenſable duty ol aſthe:Þ 

Tet {1) 


Of AnpipnNen Conftſſroon 4» 
mc8; 25 the condivion.. of the Pardom of theirr Sins ; 
i0.0ne wordiir muſt bee a Sacrament of Divine inflieus: 
ber coo, and: of Univerſal Obligation; // !' v 28 
pn || $os ſo vHe- Council of Troaw determins, Seffi 4.Canom 
«I 1. $7 quiz; dixerit in FEeolefia Catholica penitentian nom 
6) afe-vere ©: proprie: Sacramentum. pro: fidelibus, quanies 
vpn WW poſt Baptiſmum in-peccata-labentur,ipfh Deo reconciliandia 
rout 2 Domino noſtro inſtitutum, Anathema. fit$1.c: Let him be 
to 18 accarſed;, who. ſhall affirny that: BDenance is not- trulae 
rw and properly a Sacrament inſtituted and appointediimp 
1th the Univerſak Church, by our Lord'Chriſt hindſelf,. for 
yi tic reconciling vhole Chriſtians to the Divine Neajeſby; 
, BEE who.have tallen-1nto-Sin after: their Baptiſm... 
IE And in the Doctrinalipart of that-Decreestheyr teacl - 
chu and aſtro more particularly ; Firſt. That'our: Saviour : 
an infbicured:this Sacrament expreſly, Joh. 20. 22. . 
wtf. 2 Thar this. Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, v2; Scfl. 14. Cap.z. :- 
- Wthe Matter and the-Form ; the Matter ofthe Sarrament 
0 or gua/t materia: as they cautiouſly ſpeals). 15: the act 
Maacks of the Penitent, namely, Contrition,  Conftefſi»: 
mand Satistaction.; the Form of it isthe-acb of the 
Prieſt in theſe. words, A4/olvo re. . | = 
3. That-rherefoxe it 15 the duty. of every Man who Gy. ,. 
hub rallen atter:Baptiſin, as aforetaid, to conte(shis ſins. 
#ileaſionce a-year-to a Prieſt... : 
4.That this conieiſj>n-15-to-be ſecret; for publick Cons cap. 5. 
ſton they. ſay 15 nexther commanded nor-expedient; | 
\'$.That:this confetlion of Mortal {in be-very: exattand Ibid. 
facticular- together with all circumſtances; eſpecially: 
, euch, as: /pociom fact mutants, aler the kindior-degree of 
'wciffin, and ciat-it extend to the-mo{b ſecret: ſtas, ever of Ibid. © 
/eabſthought;. or. againit+. rhe  gth. and; 10th Comma nds = 


paxment.” | | | 

ta 6. That the: Pen'rent thusdvipg, tho:Abſylutron of Cap-: 6--- 
ol .fite:Pricſt: hereupoa pronounced; 1s not:iconditionalior 
nSctaratiye 0.ly, buc av.olace and Juallicial.. Naw . 
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Now in oppoſition to this DoQrine and Decree o 


«theirs, and the practice of that. Church purſuant there, 
of, as well as jn deferice of :the DoQrine and Pradtice 
of -the.Church:of. Exg/avd in that particular, L wil 
kere endeavor to make good theſe Three things. _ 

1. That our bleſſed Lord and Saviour hath neithy 
in his Goſpel inſtituted ſuch-an Auricular Conteſſiong 
aforeſaid, nor much leſs, ſuch a Sacrament of Penance 
as the Church of Rome ſuppoſes in the recited Ds 
Cree. | | 

- 2. That Auricular Confeſſion hath not been & 
conſtant and univerſal uſe in the Chriſtian Church, 
the Romanjſts. pretend, much leſs looked upon as of $4 
cramental and-neceſſary Obligation, | 

3. That Auricular Confeſſion as it is now uſed in the 

Church of -Rome, is not only unneceſſary and. burden 
:ſorme, but in many reſpetts very miſchievous to Piety, 
| and:the great ends of Chriſtian Religion. ; 
| If the firſt of theſe appear to be true, - then ( at the 
worſt) the want of ſuch an Auricular Confeſſion in the 
reformed Churches, can be but aa irregularity, andm 
cllential defect. 

If the ſecond of theſe aſſertions be made good, ther 
It can be no defett at all in thoſe Churches that uſe nat 
ſuch a Rite, but a novelty and impoſition on thei 
_ parts who ſoſtrictly require it. | 

But if the third be true, it will be the corruption and 
great fault of the Church of Rome to perſevere in the 
injunction and praQtice of it, and the excellency and 
commendation of thoſe Churches which exclude it. 
| T begin with the firſt, that it doth not appear tht 
© our Saviour hath inſtituted ſuch an Auricular Con 
teſſion, of ſuch a Sacrament of Penance as the Church 
of Rome pretends and practiſes. 

I confeſs it is a Negative which I here undertaketo 
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Of Auricular Confeſsion. _ 
make good, which is accounted a difficult Province, 
but the Council of 7rext hath relieved us in that parti- 
cular by founding the Inſticution expreſly upon that 
one paſſage of the Goſpel, Foh. 20. 22. So that we ſhall 
not need to examine the whole Body of Scripture to 
diſcover what footſteps of Divine Inſtitution may be 
found here or there, for the Council wholly ipfiſts 
and relics upon that Text of St. Fohn, and therefore if 
that = them, the whole Zyporhefrs falls to the 
round. 

Now for the clearing of this, let us lay the words 
before us ; and they are theſe, He brearhed on them, 
aud ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſoever ſins ye 
remit they are remitted unto them, and whoſoever fins ye 
retain, they are retained. 

Now here I appeal to any Man that hath Eyes in his 
Head, or Ears to hear, whether in this Text there be 


-any one word of Auricular Conteſfion, or much lets of 


ſuch a circumſtantiated one as they require; And this 


is ſo maniteſt and notorious, that their own ancient 


Canoniſts and ſeveral of their learned Divines are aſha- 


-med of the-pretence of Divine Inſtitution founded upon 
this or any other pallage of Scripture, and theretore 


are content to detend the practice of the Church of 
Rome in this particular, upon the account of the 
Authority, and general ulage of the Church ; which 
we thall come to examine by and by in its due 
place. | 

In the mean time I cannot chooſe but admire the 
mighty Faith of a Romanift, who can believe in ſpight 
of his own Eyes. It feemed to us an unſuperable dif- 
ficulty heretofore, for a Man to perſuade himſelf that 
in the Sacrament of the Euchariſt Bread was tranſub- 
ſtantiated into Fleſh, becauſe it was againſt the expreſs 
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the countenance of Five figurative ( but miſtaken) 
words to ſupport the credulity ; but this of the $a. 
crament of Penance clearly out-does it, for here a Man 
muſt believe a thing to be,when as there is not ſa much 
as one word for the ground of his Faith, or the proof 
cfthe thing in queſtion. How many Sacraments may 
not ſuch men have it they pleaſe > What voluminous 
Creeds may not they ſwallow and digeſt ? What 
Mountains may not ſuch a wonderful Faith remove? 
But let us hear what they have to ſay for themſelves ; 
perhaps in the firſt place they will plead the Authority 
of the Council of Trezt, which hath peremptorily de- 
termined the ſenſe of the paſſage of the Goſpel to the 
purpoſe aforeſaid. Indeed that Council in the third 
Canon of their tourteenth Seſſion, doth damn all thofe 
who deny that a Sacrament of Penance and Auricular 
Confeſſion is preſcribed in that Text of St. John, or 


who apply it to any other purpoſe. But in fo doing, 


they both uſurp a Prerogative which was never pre- 
tended to or practiſed by any Council belore them, and 
withal they betray a conſciouſneſs that the Text it 
ſelf yielded no ſufficient evidence of the thing which 
they deſigned to countenance by it; for what Councils 
(ever till now) brought a Text, and then impoſed an 
Interpretation upon it contrary tothe words? And then 
backt that Interpretation with an Azathema? It the 
Text were plain or could be made ſo, why was not 
that done? And to be ſureit that cannot be done by 
other means, the curſe will not doit; at leaſt to any 
but very obedient Romas Conlſciences. Befides if this 
courſe be allowed, I ſee not but a Council may bring 
in what Religion they pleaſe, having firſt made a Note 
of Wax of the Holy Scripture, and then writhed it 
into what ſhape they beſt phanſy ; for in ſuch a caſe, if 
the words of the Goſpel do not favour me, I can go 


vert 
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1) vern the ſenſe, and if the letter be ſilent or intrattable, 
4 | 1can helpthat with an Interpretation ; and if I have 
n authority or confidence enough to impoſe that, under 
h the perid of Anathema, T am no longer an Interpreter or 
of a Judg, but a Law-giver, and need not trouble my ſelt 
y with Scriptum eſt, but may (if I will ſpeak plain} ſay 
IS decretum eff, and the buſineſs is done. 

at But it neither the Letter of Scripture, nor the Au- 


thority of a Council will do in this caſe, then in the 

5: | fecond place they think they have at leaſt ſome colour 
of Reaſon to relieve them ; and if rhey cannot find Au- 
& | ricular Conteffion in the Text, yet they will by con- 
ie | {cquence inter it thence ; for they fay although indeed 
d | it's true it is not here expreſly mentioned, yer it 15 cer- 
fe tain that our Saviour in the Text before us inſtituted a 
ir Sacrament of Penance, and therefore Auricular Con- 
xn | felflion muſt neceſſarily be implied becauſe abſolution 
2, | cannot be without Confeſſion, | 
= - Here the Reader will obſerve that the point in Que- 
id | ſition between us is very much altered, for we are now: 
it fallen from the conſideration of the Divine Inſtitution 
h | of Auricular Confeſſion in particular to that of a Sacra- 
ls | ment of Penance in general, 7. e. from a dire& proof 
n | toa ſubintelligitur. But we will follow them hither 
n alſo, an\d for the clearing of this matter we will briet- 
ie | 1y conſider theſe three things. 
)t 1. Whether that can properly be ſaid to be of Di- 
y | vine inſtitution, and Now to Salvarton, which de- 
y | Pendson an interence,and is proved only by an ;auunde? 
is | - 2. Whether it can be reaſonable to allert that our 
g Saviour there inſtitutes a Sacrament of Penance; where 
ſe # ot only Auricular Confeſſion, but the whole matter 
of ſuch a Sacrament js leit undefined ? 

- 3. Whether it our Saviour (had done that which it 
is plain he hath not, that is,) had here inſtituted and 
| | © 2 ap- 


Sefl. 14. C.2. 


Seil. 14, © 3- 
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appointed all thoſe things, which by the Church > 
Rome are required as the material parts of Penance, yet 
this could have been eſteemed a Sacrament ? liſt 
1. For the firſt of theſe, we have no more to do but | fer 
to conſider the force and fignification of this word /» | dei 
/itution, . Now that in the common uſe of men (eſpe. Þ po 
cially of thoſe which ſpeak diſtinctly and underitand. Þ it: 
:ngly) implies a ſetting up de novo, or the appointing ÞÞ yit 
that to become a duty, which was not knowable, or at 
leaſtnot known to be ſo betore it became 1o appointed, ÞÞ to 
For this word 1»/titation is that which we uſe to expres Þ ou 
a pcſitive command by, in oppoſition to that which is Þ ial 
Moral in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, and of natural obligation, Þ yo 
Now it is very evident that all things of this Nature Þ Ne: 
ought to be appointed very plainly and exprefly, or | O! 
clic they ean carry no obligation with them ; for ſee- Þ F/ 
10g the whole Reaſon of their kecoming matter of Law | wc 
or Duty, lies in the will of the Legiſlator, if that be Þ in 
not plainly diſcovered, they cannot be ſaid to be inſti- Þ ſec 
tuted, and ſo there can be no Obligation to obſerve Þ wc 
them,becauſe where there is noL aw,there can be noT ranſ- h a 
greſſiion ; and « Law is no Law in effe@ which is not Þ an 
ſufficiently promulged. Is it not therefore a very Þ an 
{trange thing to tell us of an Inſtitution by implication Þ 51: 
only, and yet at the ſame time to tell us that the mat- | 2h, 
ter ſo (pretended to be) inſtituted, is no leſs then ab- © }1: 
ſolutely neceflary to the Salvation of Sinners ? th 
2, The ſecond of theſe will eaſily be reſolved by con- ÞÞ ad 
ſidering what we obſerved before from the Council of Þ th 
Trent, viz. that this Sacrament of Penance conſiſts of Þ ch 
Matter and Form; the Form is the Prieſts Abſolution, , 
but the Matter or Materials of this Sacrament are Con- Þ va 
trition, Conleſſion to a Prieſt, and SatisfaRion orPertors 
mance of the Penance cnjoyn'd by him;now it is evident 
that not only Auricutar Confeſſion ( of which we have 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken hitherto but alſo Contrition andSatisfaction,are 
wholly omitted and paſt overin ſilence by the Evange- 
liſt in this paſſage of Scripture, from whence they 
fetch their Sacrament of Penance ; and is it nct a won- 
cerfully ſtrange thing, that our Saviour ſhould be ſup- 
poſed to inſtitute a Sacrament without any Materials of 
it at all? Surely therefore this mult be either a very Spi- 
ritual Sacrament, or none at all, 

Let us gueſs at the probability of this 1n proportion 
tocither of the other undoubted Sacraments. Suppoſe 
our Saviour inftead of that accurate form in which he 
inſtituted the Euchariſt had only ſaid, I would have 
you my Diſciples and all that ſhall believe on my 
Name to keep a Memorial of me when I am gone : 
Or ſuppoſe he ſaid only as he doth, oh. 6. 55. My 
Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood is drink indeed, 
would any one have concluded here, that our Saviour 
in fo ſaying, had appointed Bread and Wine to be con- 
ſecrated, to be received in ſuch a manner, and in a 
word that he had (without more ado) inſtituted ſuch 
a Sacrament as we uſually celebrate 2 No certainly, 
and therefore we ſee our Saviour is the molt expreſs 
and particular therein that can be, for he takes Bread, 
bleſſes it, breaks it, gives it to them, ſaying, Take eat, 
this is my body, G&&c. and after Supper he takes the Cup, 
bleſſes it, gives it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of this, for 
this is the New Teſtamen tin my Blood,. tc, and then 
adds, do this in remembrance of me. Now who is there 
that obſerves this accuracy of our Saviour in rhe Eu- 
chariſt, can imagine that he ſhould intend to 1inititute 
a Sacrament of Penance, and that as neceſlary to Sal- 


vation (in the Opinion of the Ramaniſts)) as the other, 


only with this. Form of words, IWhoſoever fins ye remit 
they are remitted, &c. and without the leaſt mention 
of Conteſlion, Contrition, or any other Material or 
teceſſiry Part or Circumſtance ot it. 3, But 


'14 Of Auricular Confeſsion.” 

2. But in the third and laſt place, let us ſuppoſe that 

our Saviour had in the Text before us inflituted Pe. 

nance, and had appointed particularly all thoſe things, 

which they call the Material parts of it, ( as it is evi- 

| dent he hath not) yet even then, and upon that Sup. 
poſition, Penance would not have proved to be a Sa- 

_ crament properly ſo called. | 

I confeſs according to a looſe acceptation of the word 
Sacrament,ſomething may be ſaid for it; for ſo there are 

many. things have had the name of Sacrament applied 

to them. Terts#//ian ſomewhere calls El/ha's Ax the 
Sacrament or Wood, and in his Book againſt Marcion 

he ftiles the whole Chriſtian Religion a Sacrament, 

St. Auſtin in ſeveral places calls Bread, Fiſh, the Rock, 

and the Myftery of Number, Sacraments, for he hath 

given us a general Rule in his Fifth Epiſtle, oz. That 

all ſigns when they belong to divine things are called 
Sacraments : And in conſideration hereof it is acknow- 

ledged by Cafſauder,that the Number of Sacraments was 

indefinite in the Church of Rowe it ſelf, until the times 

of Peter Lombard, But all this notwithſtanding, and 

properly ſpeaking, this Rite of Penance taking it 
altogether ( and even ſuppoſing whatſoever the Re- 

»naniſts can ſuppoſe to belong to it)cannot be reputed a 
Sacrament,accorcing to the allowed definitions ot a St- 

crament delivered by their own Divines. Some of them 

a Hugo oy L define aSacrament thus, a Sacramentum oft corporale ele 
6 mt 4 mentum foris ſenſibiliter propofttum,ex futlitadine reprite 
| ſentans & ex inſtitutione fignificans, & ex Sanftificationt 
 Mazilk Sent. COntinens inviſibilemgratiam. And the & Maſter of tlie 
1. 4. 4.1. Sentences himfelf deſcribes it fomewhat more briefly, 
Lut to-the ſame effe& in thefe words : Sacramentum ef 
 inviſibilis gratie viſibilis forma, ejuſdem gratiz imagi 
- Becanus, nemgerens © cauſaexiſtens ; both which definitions arc 
Sacraments, acknowledged and applaudcd by the Jeſuite- c Becanw: 
| And 
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And the plain truth is a Sacrament cannot be better 


expreſt in ſo few words, then it 1s by St, "Auſtin when «1, .. pau. 
he calls it verbum wvi/ibile a viſible Word or Goſpel : Li. «9. C. 16. 
For it pleaſed the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs by this 


inſtitution of Sacraments to condeſcend to ourFeak- 
neſs, ancl thereby to give us ſenſible Tokens or Pledges 
of what he had promiſed in his Written word, to the 
intent that our duſneſs might be relieved, and our 
Faith aſſiſted ; foraſmuch as herein, our Eyes and 
other Senſes as well as our Ears are made Witneſles of 
his gracious intentions. Thus by Baptiſmal wathing he 
gives us a ſenſible token and reprefearation of our re- 
generation, and the waſhing away of our fins by the 
Blood of Chriſt ; and by the participation of Bread and 
Wine in the Lords Supper we have a Token and 
Symbol of our Union with Chriſt,our Friendſhip with. 
God and Communion with each other. 
But now it is manitelt there is no ſuch thing as this- 
in their Sacrament of Penance(as even Be//armine hims- 
ſelf conteſles.) For they do not fay or mean that theAb- 
ſolution of the Prieſt is a Token or Emblem of Goozs 
forgiveneſs, but that the Prieſt actually pardons inGod's 


ſtead, by Virtue of a Power delegated to him. So that 


according .to them, here mult be' a Sacrament, not only 
without any material parts inſtituted, but alfo withour 
any thingFigurative,Symbolical orSignificative, which. 
ſcems-to be as expreſly contrary to their own Doctrine: 
inthe aforelaid definitions as to the truth it ſelt. 

Nay, further to evince the difference of this Rite of 
Penance from all other proper Sacraments; it deſerves 
obſervation, that whereas in thoſe other acknowledged 
Sacraments, the Prieſt in God's Name delivers to us: 
the Pledges an: Sy mbols of Divine Grace. Here in. 
this of Penance we mult bring all the material Parts 
and. Pledges our ſelves, and preſetit them to God, or 

| | to: 
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* Chriſiu5 con- 


ftituir Sacer- 


ro the Prieſt in his ſtead : My meaning is, that where. 
as ( for inſtance in Baptiſm the Prieſt applies to yy 
the Symbol of Water, and in the Euchariſt deliversto 
us the conſecrated Elements in token of the Divine 
Grace® contrary-wiſe here in Penance we muſt on our 
parts bring with us Contrition, Confeſſion, and $x 
risfaction too, in which reſpe& we may be rather ſaid 
ro give Pledges to God, then he tous ; which is wide. 
ly different tromthe Nature of other Sacraments, and 
teems ns leſs to be contrary to the Reaſon and Notion 
of a Sacrament in general. 

The Sum of what we have hitherto diſcourſed, 
amounts to this; Firſt, That here is no Auricular Con- 
ſeſſion inſtituted by our Saviour, Joh. 20.22. as was 
pretended. Secondly, Nor,any Sacrament of Penancein 
which it can be included or implied ; no nor indeed 
any Sacrament at all. | 

I confeſs I might have ſpared all the words I have 
uſed in proving the latter, tor fo long as ] have made 
appear that private Confeſſion is not inſtituted, it was 
not ſo very materialto conſider whether Penance could 
be a Sacrament or no ; but this I added to ſhew the im- 
perious dictates of that Church, and their extrava- 
gancy in impoſing the moſt Sacred Names upon their 
own inventions, thereby to give them the greater ve: 
neration with the People. | | 

And thus I would diſmiſs the firſt part of my under. 
taking, but yet the Romaniſts will nor torego theirpre- 
tenſions for Auricular Confeſſion ; for they will yet 
urge, that whether or no we will call it a Sacrament 
which our Saviour inſtitutes in the Text before us, it 
is however certain here is a Power conferred on the 


dotes ſui ipſſ#5 Apoſtles, and their Succeſlors, of remitting and retain- 
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ing ſis; for by theſe words, Whoſoever fins ye remit 


Zuaices l.c.4. they are remitted, &c, * Our Saviour hath made the 
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Prieft a- judge: of Mens confeiences and conditions ; Sacerae: folvit 


wherefore that he may not proceed blindly and in- 222 20 
| teftate quanam 


 diſcriminately it is neceſſary ttiat he know the merits ,%,1,.7, 2. 


of the Caufe, and not only underſtand the matter of /--. /:b. 1. de 
fact, but alt the circumftances which may aggravate —_— | 
or extenuate it, all which cannot be attained with- ra: hater [6n- 
out the Confeffion of the party, therefore Auricular **tam 4 $4- 
Confeſſion is; as neceſſarily implicd in the Text, as 77; 
Abfolution. or | Retentiom of fins is expreſt in it. 

So they. _ 

. But I crave leave to demand ir the firſt place, Is 

it certain that upon: fuch a Contefiton as: they require, 

the 'Prreft (as ſuch): wilt be able to- make a right 

xdgment of a Mans: caſe! that addreſſes himſelf to 

him., eſpecially. conſidering the! intricacy of ſome 

Caſes, and the ignorance ot ſome: Prieſts ; upon this 

account are thole memorable words. of St.- Auſtin 

Confeſſ, 1ib. 1046, 3, ' Quid' mibs engo' eff cum homini- 

bus ut audiant Confeſſiones'meas, quaſi ip/t ſanaturi fent 

omnes. lanzaores meos, '& unde fciunt cum a meipſo de 

meinſo audiunt,, an verum dicam? Quando quidem ne- 

mo [cit hominumquid agitur in homine, ni} ſpiritus hominis 

qui ini ipſo eſt: 7.6. * To what purpoſe ſhould I Con- 

Ffefs my ſins to:Men who cannot heal my wounds ? 


 *For how ſhall they (who know nothing of my heart 


* but by my own Confeſſion) know whether I ſay 
true orno'? For no one knows what'is in Man, but 
* the Spirit of Man that is in! him. O yes, they will 
lay clave non errante, that is toſay, if he judge right, 


he judges: right , and. no more, and this is mighty 


comfort to a diſtreſſed conſcience. 

Secondly, Though we grant our Saviourhath-givert” 
the- Prieſt Authority to Remit and Retain fins, yet 
how: doth: it: appear that this extends to Secret fins ; 
ſins; in thqughr only:, or as the Council expreſles it 

13; | D againſt 


Sef. ] 4+ E. 1. 


Aquinas 
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againſt the ninth and tenth Commandments ? Of opeg 
fins and publick ſcandals the Church hath cognizance, 
and hath a right which ſhe may inſiſt upon, or 
recede from, it the ſee cauſe, becauſe ſuch fins are 
an injury to the Society as well as an offence againſt 
God, and therefore here the Officers of the Churcly 
may diſpenſe her Authority, and Remit or Retain 
(as we ſhall ſee more by and by; ) but in ſecret fins 
where only God js injured,and to which he is only pri- 
vy, what hath the Church to do, unleſs they be volun- 
tarily diſcovered 'to her ? Otherwiſe they are pro- 
perly reſerved-Caſes to the Tribunal of God. | 

Thirdly,-I wonld be bold to enquire further, why 
may not ſins, eſpecially: ſuch as we Jaſt named, be 
Remitted upon Confefſion to God, without Con- 
feſſion to the Prieſt alſo > And I the rather ask this for 
theſe . two reaſons, Firſt I obſerve that. this very 
Council of 7rent faith, that yntil the times of oyr 
Saviour, and his Inſtitution of this Sacrament, ſins 
werz remitted upon contrition ,only, and application 
to the mercies of God, without Auricular Confeſſion, 
They cannot therefore now. ſay, remiſſion implies 
this Confeſſion, for that cannot be faid to be implied 
in the nature of a thing, when the thing it felt can 
be had without it. 

They will anſwer that it is ſufficient, that it is 
now made neceſſary by our Saviour. Bur I reply, 
Then that Inſtirution which now makes it neceflary, 
muſt be better proved then yet it hath. been, or 
elſe Men will be very apt to hope they may now 
under the Goſpel obtain Pardon {at leaſt) upon as 
eaſie terms as it was to be had at before. 

My Second reaſon of asking that Third Queſtion 
is this ; I obſerve that their own Schoolmen acknow- 

' kedg fins to be remitted under the Goſpel by » 
% Prie 
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Prieſt 'without any. Confeſſion to: Men, particularly 
in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, by which ir plain- 
ly appears, that Confeſſion is not implied in the 
nature of Remiſſion, but one may be had without 
the other , anJ:then. why may not a ſinner aiter 
Baptiſm, hope - for: Pardon upon bis, contrite and de- 
vout application to the Word and Sacraments, with- 
out this new device. and pick-lock ot Conſcience, Au- 
ricular Conſellion. 1143 "4 

But ſo much for that, 

Seft. 3. I-proceed now tothe ſecond thing propoun- 


_ ded, namely, to inquire' hiſtorically whether or no 


Auricular, or ſuch a ſecret, and Sacramental Con- 
ſeſſion, as aforeſaid, hath been of conſtant and univer- 
fal uſe in the Chrittian Church, as the Rowarntfs pre- 


tend, and as: the: Council of: Trent afſerts,-:Seff. 14: 


- This inquiry is nor into matter of Law or Divine 
Right, as the tormer was, but of Fact only, yet never 


_ theleſs itis of great moment upon a double account:; 


* 1, Beeauſethis is- the ground which the. Old Roman 
Canoniſts wholly went upon, \ as I noted befare; they 
exploded all pretence of Divine Inſtiturion ig the caſe;as 
having more modeſty (it ſcems) then to pretend ſo 
high upon .no better evidence,or at; leaſt they. contented 
themſelves to. preſcribe for. it 'only-uppn the: Authority 
of conſtant and ianiverſal practice z-now it wedhew the 
falleneſs,of this ground,as well as'of the other,then-will 
their Hypotheſis ot Auricular Confeſſion have no foot 
to ſtand upon. | | 

-. 2. Becauſe the Credit of; phat. hath-been already 
faid under -the former heagy doth very. much depend 
upon- this, and that, Difcourle, will be confirmed or 
Impaired reſpeCtively ro what thall be evidently made 
our in this ſecond point. * Foralmuch as 11 on the one 
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ſide. it be made apparent that ſuch aRite hath been of 
conſtant uſe in the Chriſtian Church, it will afford a 


ha 
ob 
great preſumption that it took -its riſe ar firſt from s 
Divine Inſtitution, notwithRanding all we have of. Qu 
fered to the contrary. | So on the other fide, if the b; 
Evidence here anſwer not the Pretenfion,” and no ſuffi- oy 
cient footſteps cf conſtant and univerſal praftice ap- | © 
pear: Then will all that which we have hitherto dif- B 
courſed, be greatly ſtrengthened and confirmed ; be- F 
cauſe it is by no means probable, that if there had been & 
a Divine Law in' the caſe, that ſuch a thing would. h 
have been generally negleted by the Chriſtian. bn 
Church. | 
Now for the clearing of this, though I am hereon- bs 
ly upon the defenſive, and ſo bound to no more then 
to examine the proofs which the Rowani/s bring for 
their pretenſions, yet I will deal ingenuouſly;as ſeek: 
ing not to find Flaws, but to diſcover the Truth, and. ho 
therefore give theſe inſtances as ſo many reaſons for 
the Negative. / / on | /% | 
in the firſt place I crave leave to premiſe this: If | 
Auricular Conteſſion were ſo great a Goſpel myſtery, 9 
fo wonderfully efficaciousa method of ſaving Souls, as 
to be typified in the Law ( as the Romanifts teach) as. © +. 
well as inſtituted in the Goſpel and: praftifed by the | 
whole Church; one might ſeem juſtly to wonder how &; 
it comes to paſs that there ſhould be no mention, nor ſel 
appearance of it in the whole courſe of our Saviours: 1. 
own Miniſtry ; he uſed to be anexample, as well as a: fo 
Law-giver to the Church, he waſhed his Diſciples Feet,. 
before he enjoined themto waſh-one another; he ex | 
emplified the other Sacraments before he preſcribedhis 
Apoſtles toadminiſter them,& one would havethought 
ſuch an Inſtance of hisexample had been more neceſſa- 
ry 1n this buſineſs of Penance,rather than any _—_ , 
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had been but to make way for the Underſtanding of (6; 


: obſcure an Inſtitution ; fince eſpecially, one would have 
n | thought to find ſome Traces of this 1n the Miniſtry of 
c || our Saviour,becauſe he daily converſed with ſinners, he 
þ reproved them, inſtruted them, healed them, pardoned 


"h them, but never bruught any of them to ſuch a.Con- 
feſſion as wgare treating of ; viz, To a particular enu- 

: meration of their ſins with the circumſtances, nor up-= 
on ſo doing formally abſolved them, His very Diſciples 


» | (me of which, had been great ſinners) were admit- 
4 | &d without it; the Woman of Samaria was told by 
1 | fimall thatever ſhe did, but ſh2 was not brought on her 
 Þ knees to make her own Confeſſion ; but moſt ſtra 
\ | vallitis, that the Woman taken in Adultery,when he 
n | fadmade her accuſers link away, was not privately. 
\ | brought to it ; it may be they will ſay, there was no 
need of Confeſsion to him who knew all beforegbut yet: 


1, || * might have been neceſſary to bring theſe Sinners to. 

bealhamed of themſelves by that means to work Re-- 
pentance, and fit them for Pardon, at leaſt-if this Me-- 
thod had been of ſuch mightyuſe and wonderful necef{i-- 


lf ty as is pretended. | 

[1 2, But to let paſs that ; in the next place it is mat- 
FT ter of wonder that nothing of chis practice appears in 
« || '*< Miniſtry of the Apoſtles ; they went about preach- 
5+ || 2g the Goſpel , calling Men to Repemance, ere-- 
ry | 9ing and governing Churches, but never ſer them» 


klves down ina Confeſſors Chair for penitemts, ſecret-- 
| iy to cell them in their Ear, the Story. of their vicious: 
3 Þ Lives; indeed we read,. 4@s 19. 18. That ſome came - 
b, in and. ſhewed their deeds ; but firſt it was voluntary, 
” | andin a fit of Holy Zeal, for we cannot find that they 


1! were required to do it,as of SacramentalObligation; Ez. 
- | beſides, the Confeſſion was publick before the Church, . 
5, net. clancular, and whiſpered in ſecxet:; it is true al» 

: fo - 


2'2 
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ſo that St. Fames, chap. 5. 16. adviſes the Chriſtians 
to confeſs their faults one to another, (which is made 
a mighty evidence in this Caſe;) bur 1t 15 as true, that 
this was ſpoken in an extraordinary Caſe, as appears 
v. 14. in bodily fickneſs and diſtreſs of Conicience, 
they are adviſed to lay open their condition, in order 
to relief and ſuccour, by the more ardentand affecti- 
onate Prayers of thoſe who ſhould be made privy to 
it, but it is not made a ſtanding and univerſal ruſe 
for all Men to comply with, whether they be ſick or 
well, in proſperity or adverſity, perplexed or quiet 
in their Conſciences, much leſs of Sacramental- and 
Neceſlary Obligation, as in the Romay Church. b 

2. Let us go on in the next ages alter the Apo- 
ſtles, for about two hundred years we find not one 
word of this kind of Confeſſion, which we en- 
quire for. Indeed the- writings of that time which 
are extant, are not 'many, but if this buſineſs had 


' been of ſuch conſequence as 1s pretended, it is ſtrange 


that thoſe Holy Men 1gnatius, Clemens and Juſtin 
Martyr, ſhould not have any mention of it. | 

Indeed Belarmine brings us one inſtance within 
this Period, and that is from 7reneus, who ſpeaking 
of Certain Women who had been abuſed. by Mar 
cion the Heretick, faith they afterwards came and 
_ Confefled all, with ſhame and forrow, to the Church, 


"Bur what-is this to the purpoſe ?. We diſpute not & 


eainſt publick Conteſſion, which is acknowledged 
ro be truly Primitive, and we wiſh it had been cor- 
ſlantly maintained in after ages, it is only the neceſ- 
ſity of Clancular Confeſſion that we -are unſatisfied 
— Fan: this paſſage ſpeaks nothing -at all to that 
Cale. ot LP | 


' 4h 
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4. In Terta/lians time, which was alſo much about 
Two hundred Years after our Saviour, we find. great 
things ſaid of Confeſſion , but it is of that which 
was publick, and in the face of the Church, not to a 
Prieſt in a Corner,and this indeed was greatly incoura- 
ged and required by the Holy Men of thoſe times, as 
that which in the Caſe of open and ſcandalous: fins, 
freed the Church both from the guilc, and from rhe 
reproach of them, and in the Cale of ſecret ſins, was 
a-means{ by open thame)to bring Men to Repentance, 
and ſo ro Pardon. And the Confeſſion was princi- 
pally direted tro God, who was the perſon offended 
by the ſin, yet it was made betore Men to raiſe a 


 fkervency in- their Prayers, as is noted before, and to 


obtain their effeftual interce{ſion with God on be- 
half of the penitent. This that Ancient writer 
makes manifeſt to be his Senſe in. his Book de Peni- 
tentia_in_ theſe words Plerumgue vero jejunits preces 
alere, ingemiſcere, lachrymari, & mugire dies nocteſque 
ad Dominum Deum tuum,P resbyteris advolvi, © aris(or 
rather charis) dei adgenicalari, omnibus fratribus lega- 
tones ſag deprecationis injunzerehec omnia ex homola» 
geſts ut penttentiam commendet, &c. the penitent often 
joyns Faſting to his prayers, weeps, wails and 
moans night and day before God, caſts himſelf at 
the feet of the Prieſts, kneels to all holy people, and 1n- 


treats. all the Brethren to-be his [nterceſſors with God 7,,,u1: 4per: 
Almighty for his Pardon: This. is penitential Con- « 39- 


teſion, ©&c. And in his Apology more plainly ; Coimus 


mn Cetum, &c. ibidem exhortationes, caſtigation?s & 


cenſara djivina nam & judicatur magno cum pondere ut 
apud certos de Dei conſpetu, ſummumg; futuri judicit 
preajudicium eft fi quis ita deliquerit ut A communione,QC. 
religetur ; we have ( ſaith he ; in our Ecclefiaſtical A(- 
kmblies, a. Spiritual Judicature, and with great gra» 
| | vity 
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vity cenfare offenders, &c. But I need fay no more of 
this; for we have the Teſtimony of BeatusRhenanus,on: 
of the Roman Church and of great infightinto-Ecclefia. 
ftical Aﬀairs, who gives us this account of 7ertuJim 
and his times, nihil illum de clancalaria illa penitentil 
loqui,que id temporis penitus iznorabatur ; there was ng 
fuch thing as ſecret or Clancular Confeſsion in uſe in 
Tertullian's time, which was a thing not. fo much ag 
knownby the Chriſtian Church in thoſe days. 

5. To go a little lower, ſuch was the manner of 
proceedings in'St. Cypriar's time,as he himfelF deſcribes 
tr, the finner by outward geſtures and tokens ſhew'( 
himſelf ro be- forrowful and penitent for his ſin, and 
then made humble Confefsion-thereof before the whole 
Congregation, and defired all the Brethren to pray 
for him ; which done,the Biſhop and Clergy laid their 
hands upon him, and'fo reconciled hrim-: So-1t was ab 
fo in Origer's time, andonce for all; to deliver the-Ch- 
ftom of the Church in thoſe times , touching; til 
particular, I will add the words of the Hiftorian, Rei 
ad terram ſe pronos abjiciant, &c. they that are'Con- 
ſetous to-themſelves to have offended; fall down flat 
upon the ground- with Weeping and Lamentations 1n 
the Church, - onthe other ſide the Biſhop runs-ro them 
with tears int his Eyes, and falls down-to the ground, 
alſo. in token of Sorrow and Compaſlion, and the 
whole Congregation in the mean whule Sympachizing 
with both, is overwhelmed with-tears, Gc. 

6. If we golower yet to the-times of St. Chryſo/tow 
and St. Auſtin, we find thoſe-Holy Men fpeaking very 


ſlightly of Confeſſions to Men, 1o little did-they think | 


of Auricular Confeſſion being a Sacrament. St. Au 
/tin's Jadgment in the caſe we have heard before, in 
the Tenth Book of his Confeſſions, and'third Chapter; 
and: for the other, the Teftimonies out, of him are {6- 

| many 
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many, and ſo well known,-that-Feannot think it ne- 
ceflary to tranſcribe them:; and as for:St,.Jerom who 
lived about the ſame time, I think-it ſufficient to repear 
the account of Eraſmus, who was very converſant-in 
his Writings-,'and indeed of all the: other Fathers, -and 
who had-no other fault know, bur that he did! wie 
Merdaci radcre vero, to be too great a Tell-truth ; 
which ſure will not invalidate his Teſtimony; his 


words are theſe, Apparet tempore Hieronimi nondumn 


inſtitutam fuiſſe ſecretam admiſſorum Confeſſionem.— -- 
Verim in hoc labuntur Theologi quidam parum attenti, 
quod. que veteres ſeribunt de'publica © generaliconfeſſio- 
nezca-trahunt ad occultam& longe diverſt generis,4.e. It 
is evident . faith he” that in. St.Ferom's time( which was 


about Four hundred years after our Saviour) there was' 


no ſuch thing asSecretCanlecision in uſe;but the miſtake 
is that ſome few later and. inconſiderate Divines have 
taken the inſtances of general and publick Confeſsion 


| then practiſed, for arguments of that Auricular Con- 


fefsion which is now uſed, though quite of a different 
nature from it. 1h 3% | 

. Thus we have traced the Current of Antiquity for 
Four or Five hundred ycars to:ſearch for the Head ot 
this Ni/as, the ſource and riſe of that kind of Confeſii- 


on which is ſo highly . magnified by the Church of 


Rome, but hitherto we have tound nothing of. it, and 
this methinks ſhould be ſufficient to ſtagger an impar- 


tial inquirer, at leaſt it is as much as can be expected in 


ſo ſhort a Treatiſe as this is intended to bei} and may 


fatisfy the unprejudicate, that there is as little of Antt- 
quity to favour this Rite, as there is of Divine Inſtitu- - * 


tion to be pleaded tor it. - But yet I know on the other 

ſide, that the Romaniſts pretend' to bring - abundance 

of Teſtimonies for it, and Be4armine particularly goes 

irom Century to Century with his Citations to pre- 
| E | 
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Of Auricular Confeſsion.. 
ſcribe for the conſtant-and, uninterrupteduſe of it; but 
I do ſincerely think-that theſe Four following ſhort 
Obſervations will inable a Man to anſwer them 
all. 

1. Tobſerve that whereas this word Exomologefis is 
commonly - uſed by diverſe' of the Fathers, -as the 
Phraſe whereby they intend to expreſs the whole na- 
ture of Repentance in all the parts and branches of it,as. 
is evident by the paſlageI cited out of 7ertuZian de 
Penit. even now, and is acknowledged by Bellarmine- 
himſelf; nevertheleſs, merely becauſe that word ſigni- 
fies Confeſſion properly, and nothing elſe, theſe Ro- 
iſh Sophiſters, where they find this word Exomo/ogefis, 
force it into an Argument-for that Confeſſion, which 
they contend for; and ſo ſeveral Diſcourſes of the 
Fathers, concerning Repentance 1n-general, are made 
to be nothing but Exhorrations to,: or Excomiums of 
Confeſſion in particular; and that muſt be nothing elſe 
neither but Auricular Conteſsion, the thing in Queſti- 
on. Acaſt of his skill in this way, Be/armine gives 
us.in 7reneus, the very firſt Author he cites: for Auri- 
cular Conteſsion inthe laſt quoted Book and Chapter 
oi his Writings De Sacrament1s. | 

2. Whereas the Novatians excluded all hopes of 
Repentance or Pardon for ſins committed after Bap- 
riſm, but the true Church contrariwiſe admitted to- 
hopes of Pardon upon their Repentance; upon this oc- 
caſton, when ſome of the Fathers juſtly magnify the 
advantages, and comfortableneſs of the true Church 
above the Schiſinatical, as that it ſet open a Door of 
Hope to thoſe who confeſſed their fins, and applied 
themſelves to. her Miniſtry : Hence theſe witty men 
will perſuade the World, that every true Church had a 
Conteſlors Chair, and ſuch a formal way of pardoning, 
as they now practiſe at Rome ;. aSit. there was no re- 

| miſs10n;, 
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MiſGion-of Sin, where - there was no. Auricular Con- 
fesion, and as if all that excluded the latter, rejected 
the former too, and were no better than Novatian 
Hereticks ; whenas in Truth the Power of the Keys 
js exerciſed in all the Miniſtries of the Church, and 
ſhe Pardons and retains Sins, otherwiſe than by the 
Oracle of a particular Confeftor, as we have ſeen al- 


ready. This'piece of jugling the fame Be/larmine is de Ponce. 


alſo guilty of in his Citation of Lattantiue. 

3. Whereas the Ancient Writers are much in the 
Commendation of Confeſsion of Sins, whether it be 
to God' or to; the. Church, but generally intending 
that which is Paublick, - it 4s common with thoſe ot 
the Church of Rowe, to lay hold of all ſuch fayings as 
were intended to perſuade to, and incourage publick 
Confeſſions, and to apply them to Auricular or Clan- 
cular Confeſſions, thus particularly the aforeſaid Au- 
thor does by Zertullian. in his Citation of him. 

. 4. And Laftly,Whereas it is alſo true that ſeveral of 
thoſe Holy Men of Old, do in ſome caſes very much 
recommend Conteſlion of ſecret ſins, and perſuade 


ſome ſorts of Men to the uſe of it, namely thoſe that 


are in great perplexity of Conſcience, and that needed 
Ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, or to the intent that 
they might obtain the aſſiſtance of the Churches 
Prayers, and make them the more ardent and effectu- 
al on their behalf, whereas I ſay, they recommended 
this as an expreſſion of Zeal, or a prudent expedient, 
or at moſt as neceſlary only in ſome caſes pro hic & 


 munc. Theſe great Patrons of Auricular Conteſſion do 


with their uſual artifice apply all theſe paſlages, to 
prove it to be a ſtanding and univerſally neceſſary 
duty, a Law to all Chriſtians, this isa very common 
tault amongſt them, and particularly St. Cyprian is 
thus miſapplied by the ſame torementioned Writer, 
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Hitherto inquiring into the moſt Ancient and Pureft 
times of the Church,by the Writings of the Fathers of 
thoſe times, we have not been able to diſcover any ſufft 
cient ground for ſuch an Auricular Confeſsion, as the 
Church of Rowe pretends to, much lefs for a conſtant 
and uninterrupted ſucceſsion of it. Bar now atter all 
I muſt acknowledge there is a pallage in Eccletiaſtical 
Hiſtory which ſeems to promiſe us fatisfaCtion herein, 
and therefore muſt by no means be ſlightly paſſed over 
without due conſideration; it 1s the famous ſtory of 
Nefarius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and Predeceſtor to 
St.Chryſo/tom which happen'd ſomething; leſs thenFour 
hundred years after our Saviour. © es 251 

The Story as it is related by the joint Teſtimony 
of Socrates and Sozomen runs thus': In the time of this 
Nefarins there was ( it ſeems ) a Cuſtom . in :that 
Church ' as alfo- in moſt others” that one of the Presby- 


ters of greateſt Picty, - Wiſdom, and Gravity ſhould be 


choſen Penitentiary, that tis, be appointed to the pe- 


culiar Office of recciving Confeſſions, and to aſliſt, 


and direct the Penitents in the management of cheir 
Repentance : Now it happens that a certain Woman of 
Quality, ſtricken with remorſe of Conſcience, comes 
roThe Penitentiary (that then was) and according to 
Cuſtom, makes a particular Confeſſion of all ſuch fins, 
aS ſhe was conſcious to her ſelf to have committed 
ſince her Baptiſm, for which he .,according to his 
Office appointed her the Penance of Faſting,” and con- 
tinual Prayers toexpiate her Guilt, and give proof of 
Bur ſhe proceed.ng on 
very particularly in her*Confeſſions, at laſt amongſt 
other things comes to declare that a certain Deacon 
of that Church had lien 'with her ; upon notice. of 
which horrid Fat, the Deacon is torthwith caſhier'd 
and caſt out of the Church : By whiciz means the mil- 
Car» 
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carriage takes Air, and coming to the knowledge of 
the People, they preſently fall into a mighty comme- 
tion-and rage about it, partly in deteſtation of ſo fout 
an Action 6. Caries th but principally in contempla- 
tion of the Diſhonour,and Scandal thereby refle&ed on 
the whole, Church, The Biſhop finding the Honour 
of the whole Body of his Clergy extreamly concern'd 
inthis accident, and being very anxious what to do in 
this caſe, at laſt by the Counſel of one Evdzmon a 
Presbyter of that Church, he reſolves thenceforth to 
aboliſh theOffice of Penitentiary,both to extinguiſhthe 

efent flame, and to prevent the Lke occaſion for the 
uture; and now,by this means every Man is left to the 
Conduct of his own Conſcience, and permitted to par- 
take of the Holy Myſtcries at his own peril. This is'the 
matter 'of fact faithfully rendered. from the words of 
the 'Hiſtorian 4 bur. this. if we take it in the groſs, 
ind look no further then ſo, will not do much towards 
the deciding of the preſent Controverſy, we will there- 
fore 'examine things a little more narrowly by the 
help of ſuch hints as thoſe Writers afford us, perhaps 
nay make goad uſe of it at laſt ; and to this pur- 
ole, | 
1, I obſerve in the firſt place, that though at the 
firſt bluſh here ſeems. to be an early and great example 
of that Auricular Confeſſion which we oppoſe, foraſ- 
much as here is.not only the Order of the Church of 
Conſtantinople, for Confeſſion to a Prieſt, but that to 
be of all fins committed after Baptiſm, and this to be 
made to him in ſecret; notwithſtanding upon a more 
thorough view it will appear quite another thing from 
that pleaded for, and praiſed by the Church of Rome, 
and that eſpecially in the reſpects following : Firſt, 
lathe Auricular Confeſſion in the Story, there is ſome 
tmainder of the ancient Diſcipline of the Church 
( whoſe 


2.9 


. Confeſſion to him cannot be ſaid to be private, ſeeing 
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( whoſe Confeſſions uſed to be open and publick, asf 
haye ſhewed* in that here a publick Officer is appointed 
by the Church to receive them, ſuch an one as whoſe 
Prudence, and Learning, and Picty ſhe could confide ſ 4. 
in for a bufineſs of ſo great nicety and difficulty, ang 
it isneither left to the Penitent to chooſe his Confiden iſ |+, 
for his Confeſlor, nor at large for every Prieſt tore. if |; 
preſent the Authority of the Church in fo tickliſh a Þ ,;,, 
Afﬀair as that of Diſcipline, but to a publick Offiee 4 

appointed by the Church for this. purpoſe ; ſo thy 


it is done to the whole Church by 'him. Toconfirn 
which , Secondly, This Penitentiary it, ſeems Wy 
bound (as there was occaſion) to diſcoyer the matte] j,.. 
(opened tohim in ſecret” to the Church, as appearsin 
theCrime of the Deacon in the-Story there was no pre i qf + 


tence of a Seal of Confeſſion in this Caſe, as in th jre 


Church of Rome, by Virtue of which a Man may con ;; 

fefs and go on to fin again ſecretly, without dangerd}} jc 
being brought upon the Stage, whatſoever the atrocſ ge, 
ry of his Crime be, and indeed without any effeQull p. 
courſe in Order to his Repentance and Reformation gy 
Again, Thirdly, This Confeſſion. in. the Story dotlſÞ gar 
not pretend to be of ablojute neceſſity as if a Manſf j;a; 
ſins might not be pardoned without it; but only i, 6, 
prudent Proviſion of the Church to help Men forwarlff y,j 
in their Repentance, to direct the Acts and Expre tir 
ſions of it , and eſpecially to relieve perplexed ant 
weak Conſciences, and to aflift them in their prepare 
tions for the Sacrament of theLord's Supper ; and thi 
appears, amonegft other things, by the account whic 
the Hiſtorian gives us of the conſequerice of aboliſhung 
1t,v/2. Thatnow every Man is leit to his ownConfciens 
about his partaking of the holy Myſteries ; but it 
not ſaid or intimated that he was left under the guilto 
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kis Sins, for want of Confeſſion. To which add in the 
hſt place, that this Office whatever it was, was not 
reputed a Sacrament, but rather, as I noted betore, 
an expedient to prepare men for it, for doubtleſs nei- 
ther that Biſhop, nor that Church would have ever 
conſented to the abolition of a Sacrament,for the ſake 
of ſuch a Scandal as happend in the miſmanagement 
of it, or if they had done fo, much leſs can it be ima- 


gined that the greateſt part of che Chriſtian Church 


would have concurred with them in it, as we ſhall by 
and by ſee they did. _ F2 

z. I obſerve concerning the beginning of this Peni- 
tentiary Office, the time and occaſion of this uſage; 
mmely, that the Hiſtorians do not pretend it to have 
been Apoſtolical, much leſs of ſtrictly Divine Inſtitu- 


tion, but they lay the Heat of its firſt riſe about the time: 


of the Deczan Perſecution, which was about T'wo hun- 
dred years after our Saviour. I conteſs Nicephorus would 
perſuade us of its greater Antiquity, and that it was 


nther revived then inſtituted at that time, for he 


king of the bringing it into uſe at the Dec/an Per- 


eution faith , inmArnxgrg x4 impeer©-y; 2. ec. the 
Church purſuant of the Ancient Eccleſiaſtical Canons. 


conſtiruted a Penitentiary, &©c. And Petavzus 15 fo ad- 
dicted to the Roman Hypotheſis, as very unreaſonably 
to favour this Conceit ; but the Truth ſeems to be (as 
Valefins very ingenuouſly acknowledges ) only this,, 
that here was a miſtake of the import-of the words of 
the Hiſtorian, who ſaith only that when the Church 


added him-to the Canon, that is to the number of 
thoſe in the Marricula or Roll of ſuch.as- were to be 
taintain'd in and by the Church, or as we would fay 
tiey made him Canon of the Church ; not that he 


I vas.Conſtituted in-ſuch an Office, purſuant of an An- 


Clenter. 


Nicephor.L:b, 
12. Cap.28. 


PAY had choſen their Penitentiary xvi Tet kom , they 
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cienter Law or Canon, as Nicephorus careleſly or will. 
fully miſtakes. Beſides afterwards when rhe Hiſtoria 
obſerves that the Novatians univerſally withſtood thi 
Order from the beginning of ir, he calls it 7p25,Hjn 
7iTw; 9.4. this new Inſtitution, , or Addition, g 
Supplement of the Ancient Rites of the Church; 6 
that there is no reaſon we ſhould date this Inſtitution 
higher then the Hiſtorian doth , namely, alter the 
Dectan Perſecution. 

But what ſhould be the ground and reaſons 
ereQing this new Office, and Ofiicer,." in: ith 
Church then, if it was not before? Of this Igive ty 
accounts. == | x 

Firſt, The Church being now very anume 
rous, and the Zeal and Devotion very great ; an 
what by the compaſſionate reception- which the 
Church gave to Penitents, and her ardent Prayers:ſq 
them, what by the earneſt -harangues of Holy Me 
to move People to repentance, abundance were incl 
ned tro confeſs their ſins, and this Conteflion being til 


- that. time accuſtomed to be open, and publick in the 


face of the Congregation, it muſt needs happen {al 
thoſe circumſtances conſidered togerher) that a great 
many things would .be brought npon the Stage, the 
Publication of whicly would be attended with great in: 
conveniences ; for ſome fins are of that Nature, that 
they ſcarce can take Air without ſpreading a Con 
tagion , ſome Confeſsions would make ſport for 
light and vain Perſons, and befides abundance 
ot other inconveniences \ eaſy to te imagined by any 
one )) the publication of ſome ſins might expoſe the 
Penitents tothe Severity of the Pagan Criminal Judge; 
upon theſe and ſuch like conſiderations, the Church 
thought fit therefore I as have intimated before) to 
appoint ene wiſe and very grave Perſon in her ſteadto 

| receive 
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receive the Confeſsions ; who by his diſcretion might 


- fo diſcriminate matters, that what things were fi 
for filence, might bave private Methods applied to 


them, but what were fit to be brought upon the Stage, 
might be made Publick examples ot, or receive a Pub- 
lick remedy. | | 
Secondly,But the Hiſtorian leads us to a more ſpecial 
Reaſon of this Taſtitution at that time; namely, thac 
the rage of the Deczan Perſecution cruelly ſhook the 
Church ; and abundance of her weaker members 
fell off in the Storm, and, which was worſt of all, the 
Church. was diftrated about the reſtitution or fi- 
nal rejeQtion .of thoſe that had ſo miſcarried ; for 
though the beſt and wiſeſt of the Church were ſo mer- 
ciful-and cenſiderate of humane infirmity, as to be 
willing to receive thoſe in again, upon Repentance, 


over. whom the Temptation of tear had too much. 


prevailed, yet the Novatians a great and Zealous part 
pl Chriſtiagity,. looked upon ſuch as deſperate, who 

ad once broken their baptiſmal Vow, and would ra- 
ther ſeparate from the Church themſelves, than ſuffer 


| ſhchtobe reſtored to it. Here the Church was in a 


great: ſtrait, either ſhe muſt be very ſevere to. ſome, 
or the ſhall teem very unkind to others, ſhe muſt either 
let the weak periſh, or ſhe muſt offend them that 
counted themſelves ſtrong. Now in this caſe ſhe be- 
ing both. tenderly compaſſionate towards thoſe that 
bad fallen,. and withal willing to fatisfie thoſe Nova- 
tian Diſſenters, or at leaſt ro deliver her ſelf from 
Scandal; takes this courſe, ſhe requires that thoſe who 
had fallen, and deſired to be reſtored again to her 
Society, ſhould acknowledge their faults, and make al] 
the Penitenr fatisfaCtion that was poſſible for them to 
pertorm,that ſo neither they may be too eaſily tempted 
todo ſoagain by the gentleneſs of the remedy, nor the 
© "VO | | - 5 __ 
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Norvatians reproach her _ or take pet, as if ng 
difference was made between the found and the lapſed 
for theſe caufes, though the moſt publick Penance was 
thought little enough to be undergone by the lapfed ; 
but yet on the other ſide, confidertng wiſely the incon- 
veniences of publick Penance in ſome caſes (as Tfpeci- 
fied before) ſhe therefore took this middle courſe; 
namely, ſhe. appointed a publick Confeſfor, who has 
ving firſt hy rivately the ſeveral cafes of the Peni- 
tents, ſhould bring into publick, only ſuch of rhem as. 
( without incurring any of the aforeſaid dangers ) 
might be made exemplary. And this appears to be 
the true reaſon of this Inſtitution, and the bottom of 
this affair,by this remarkable pafſage in the Hiſtorian ; 
That whereas the generality of the Orthodox cloſed 
preſently with this wife temperament, the Novatians 


only, thoſe ſelf conceited Nom-conformiſts; reje&ed. 


wego Siun medrm, this expedient a5 new inventiot 


they, were too humourſome to comply with fuch « 


temperament. 


But here another Queffion ariſes , v:z. How far 


this new expedient was imbraced by the: Orthodox. 


Churches; for.if it was only received by that of Con 


ftantinople, the Authority would not be fo great; for 
it is poſſible toimagine, that other Churches might al- 
low every private Prieſt to confefs,. and ſo admir of no 

ublick Penitentiary. | | 


" To which I anſwer, that by the Hiſtory. ir ſeems. 


plain enough, that this was not the peculiar manner of 
the Church of Conſtantizople only, but the uſual Me- 
thod in that time of moſt other Churches alfo; but F 


muſt needs ſay, I do not find that the Churchof Rome 
complied with them herein, though ir was not muctt. 
to her Honour: to, be fingular, where there was fo- 


much Prudence and Piety to have inclined her:to Uni-: 
formity. 
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formity.. However this'is gained, which is myPpoint, 
that the Church of Rome 15 not:countenanced in her 
praQice of private and. clancular Conteſſions, by the 
general uſage of the Church, as they pretend. 
-. 3+: Lobferve concerning this Oikce of Penitentiary, 
that as'it was erected upon prudential conſiderations, 
ſo it was upon the ſame grounds abolithed, by the 
fame Authority of the Church which firſt inſtituted it, 
and that after about Two hundred years continuance in 
the time of Netarius,as we have ſeen ; & therein he was 
followed, faith Sozomes, by almoſt all the Biſhops and 
Churches in. the/World ;':this therefore was far from 
being thought either a Divine or Apoſtolical' Conſti- 
tution: Peravius would here perſuade us, that it was 
only publick Confeſſion, and. not private, which was 
upon this occaſion ſo generally laid afide, 'as we have 
ren; but this is done by him more out of tenderneſs of 
Aivicular: Confetfion, than upon! good reaſon ;. arid 
Palefias goes beyond him, and will needs perſuade us, 
that neither publick. nor private Confeſſion were put 
down 'inthis juncture, :bur only that the lately 
Officer of Penitentiary wascathier'd ; but I muſt erave 
leaverto ſay,. there is no ſufficient reaſon for either of 
theſe conjectures, but on the contrary plain Evidence 
againſt them, for Socrazes, who 1s the firtt and princi- 
pat relater of. chis whole ſtory faith he . was perfo- 
nally acquainted with this: Presbyter Eudemon, who 
_ advicetoNefarius to make this changein the 

iſcipline of the Charch, and that: he had the atore- 
ſaid relation of it from his own Mouth, and expoſtu- 
lated. with him abour ir, giving his reatons to the 
contrary, and fuggeſted his ſuſpicions that the ſtare of 
Pity would be mach endamaged by this change, and 
in-plain words tells him, that he had now berett mcn 
of.afſiſtance in the conduct of their Conſcienees, and 
A: F 2 hindred 
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hindred the great benefit men have,or might have one 


of another by private adviceand correption. Now thig 
fear of his had been the abſurdeſt thing in the World, 


it upon this counſel and advice of his, only one certain 


Man in the Office of publick Confeſſioner had been laid 
aſide, but both the uſe of publick and private Con 
{eſſions had been kept up and retained. . of 

But aſter all {for ought appears) the Church of 
Rome kept her old Mumpfimus, ſhe tenacious of hex 
own cuſtoms eſpecially of ſuch as may advance her 
Intereſt and Authority, complies not with this-Innos 
vation or Reformation .be-1t for better or worſe) but 
her Prieſts go on with their Confeſſions, and turn all 
Religion almoſt into Clancular Tranſactions, :in des 
ſpight of the example of other Churches.; It may be 


| the met, with oppoſition ſometimes, ' but the was: fors 


ced to diſemble 1rtill the Heroick Age of the Schook 
men,. and.then thoſe luſty Champions with. theirFu- 


ſtian-ſtuff of videtur quod fic,& probater guod non,make 


good all her pretenſions. Atter them in the year 1215 
comes the Fourth Lateran Council, and that decrees 
Auricular Confeſſion to be made by every body once 4 
year at the leaſt ; and laſt of all comes the Council] of 
Trent, and declares it to be of Divine Inſtitution, nes 
ceſſary to Salvation, and the conſtant and univerſal 
cuſtom of the Chriſtian Church : And fo we havethe 
Pedigree of the Romiſh Auricular Confeſſion. | 
. SefA.4.I come now to the thirdand laſt Stage of my 
undertaking,which is, to ſhew that Secret or Auricular 
Confeflion, as it is now preſcribed and practiſed in and 
by the Church of Rome, is not only unneceſſary, and 
burdenſom in it felt, but alſo very miſchievous to 

Piety,and the great ends of Chriſtian Religion. | 
For the former part of this charge, if it be not evi- 
dent enough already, it will eaſily be made our from 
| the 
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the Premiſes,  for-they 'cannot. deny that they make 
this kind of, Confeſſion neceſſary to Salvation, at leaſt 
s neceſſary as Baptiſm it ſelf is, (ſuppoſing a Man 
hath-finned after Baptiſm) now if it be neither. made 


þ by. Divine: Inſtitution, nor acknowledged to. be ſo * 


by\the-conſtant.Qpinion of the Church, what an hox- 
nible impoſition. is here-upon the -Conſciences of Men, 
when in - the higheſt and worſt'ſenfe that can be they 
teach for DoQtrines the Commandments of Men,and make 
Salyation harder. than God hath made it, and ſuſpend 
meas hapes;;upon orher.terms then he hath done,?, It 
it was preſeribed, by the; preſent Chyrch as a matter of 
Orger arid [Piſcipline only, or of convenience .and ex- 
pediency, we ſhould never boggle at it upon. this ac- 
count, or diſpute the. point with them ; or if it was 
only: declared neceſlary pro, hic © nuncy pon extraor- 
dinary. emergency,.cby the; peculiar, condition; of 'the 
Penitept,: his weakneſs of jadgmeat, the perplexity of 
his. Conſcience, - his horrible guilt or extream Agonies, 
wewould not difier with them upon that neither ;. but 
whea.it..is.made-neceſſary univerſally, and declared 
the indiſpenſable duty ofall men-whatſoever who have 
lnoed after Baptiſar(when God hath required no ſuch 
thing, but declares himſelt ſatisfied with.rrue contrition 
and hearty remorſe for what is paſt, and ſincere Refor- 
mation for the time to come; this I fay is an intolerable 
Tyranny; ;2nd_uſurpation; upon. the; /Conlcignces,jof 
Men; ; And that is. nat” all neither, for|beſtdes.its bur 
denſomneſs 1n, the general, it' particularly aggravates 
and increaſes a Mans other burdens, for inſtead of re. 
leving perplexed Conſciences, which is. the true and 
principal uſe of Conteſſipns to Men, this prieſtly Con- 
leſſion 2s 1t is preſcribed .þy.the.Council, jntangles and 
afflits them mote ; 'for that injoyns that the Penitent 
ay. open all his ſins, even the moſt ſecrer, ——_ 
: "4555 | ut 
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but in thought or defirs only, ſuch 45 ugainſtithe Ning 
or Tefith' Commandment, Caccording'tditheir Dixii 
ſion of the Detalogue,) now this is many times diff 
cult enough ; but that's not all,” he'mult alfo recount 
all the'circumſtances of theſe fins, which-may increak 
or diminith the guilt, efpectally:fach/as-a/ter-che i/jy. 
cles'tnd kind of fin”: Now whatſad' work: 15 here for 
Melancholy Man? 'All the-circumſtances/are innums 
rable, and how'can hetell which are they thar-changy 
the Species of the act, 'unleſs he'be as great a School 
manas his Confeſſor. * Beſides allthis; 1 may bet 


and mortal ſins, and iF he omir-one'inortal ſin, 'heY 


AED ES E352 RES 


nndone; therefore it is neceſſary for-hin(by conſs if jen; 
_ to confeſs all venial ſins too, -and then where but 
all the pogr-Mant begin;or when ſhalt hemakeancat If 


£S: 


Such's Cariifiihna ſachs rack and tortureyigs awort,ſic 
an Holy Inquifition is this buſineſs'of Adrieulae Confel 
ſton become. ' And that Eminent Divine of Srrasbuiyh 
(of whom Beatus Rheranus ſpealts) ſeems very wellts 
have underſtood both hinſelf;and this 'matrer'whs pro 
nomnces that Sroticr arid Thomas had” with their-tricks 
and ſubtileies, fo perplexed this plain Buſineſs of-Oot || gh, 


* 


© ha 5 


And fo mnch for that. RE a 

But as for the ſecond part of this impeachment, viz. noce! 
That-the Auticular Confefſion/roivuſed-irf the Church Ygne! 
of Rome, 1s' miſehievons tb Piety ;©This remains fit N aig 
tobe demonſtrated, and/we willdo it the rather in this Band 7 
place, becauſe it wilt be'an abundant Confirmation Nay , 
all that whnckh hath been difcourſed under the two |} 
former Heads ; and 'mighr indeed have: ſaved tlie Is 
bour of then, 'bur' thit®we'were unwilling: to! leave | 
any pretence of rlicirs \hdifeuſſed ; for if this practice N 
of rheirs appear to be” miiſchievous'to Piety; it will 
647 never 
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never by. any ſober man be thought either to have 
been indaned by our.Say1our, | ori to: have been the 
Wi fnſe and-uſage of the Catholick Church, whatever 
th} they pretend on its belaalf, "414 
ut 8 Now therefore this laſt and important part-of my- 
ak Þ charge | make good by theſe Three Articles following. 
0+ | "Firſt, bis Method of cheirs is dangerous 0 Piety, 
1 at is very apt to cheat Pepple. into. an'Opinion thar: 
ns they are in.a better Condition then truly they are, 
We ormay be in towards God, es that their fins are par- 
ob Fl Joged, and diſcharged by. him, when there, is'no fuch- 
It & garter. The Ghurch-4nev of. Rome complain of -the 
tid Iprine of ſomereformed. Divines. touching aflurance 
{- Salvation, that it fills men-with too. great confi- 
ſe dence, and renders them careleſs and preſumptuous; 
we Bf 1yrwhatſoever 'there.is_ inthat,. it is not my buſineſs 
bow.to diſpute. is; ; however methinks it will not very 
Mlfrome .© Romeni/t $0. aggravate: 'it,; till he have 
fs himſelt_in'the;point before us ; for dy this. 


rance Office of theirs they comply:too much with. 
ze Glf flattery of Mens own Hearts, they render Men 
ſecure, before they are ſafe, and furniſh them with a 
uNpnce ike that of:'the Whore .Splome» ſpeaks of, . 
pho) wipes. ber. Mogth, aud faith I have done no evil. 
© For. Men return from the Confeſſors Chair{(as they are 
made to believe) as Pure as from: the Font, andas In-- 

% Fnocent, as . from their Mothers. Womb /; as if God was- 
w\ch concluded by the act of the Prieſt, and as if he being, 
9 Fiisfied with an” humble poſture,” a dejeted look, 
this Band a lamentable murmur, God Almighty would be. 
nd put off ſo to0.. Mage | 


4, Ab nimium faciles qui triſtza crimina, cc. 


ict Þ 4b cheating Prieſts who made fond Men believe, - 
That God Almighty pardons all you ſhrieve. Per-- 
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Perhaps they will ſay this is the fault and folly of 
the Men, not-of the Inftitution 'of the Church: -By 
why do they not teach them better then? Nay, why 
do they countenance and incourage them in ſo dangs: 
rous-miſtakes > For whither elſe tend thoſe words ig 


Sef. 14.Cex.1. the Decree of the Council of Treat, ipft Deo reconcili 


Ibid. Cap. 5. 


Tbid, Cap. 2. 


ansis 2 q. 'd.' that by this way of Confeflion, &: 
men are reconciled to the Divine Majeſty himſelf; 
thoſe other forecited, where the Prieſt is ſaid to bethe 
Vicar of Chriſt,and in his ftead,a Judge or Preſident ; or 
eſpecially what other meaning can thoſe words hay: 


where it is ſaid, that ch Rite is as mecefſary as Bax i 


tiſm, for as in that all fins are-remitttd'which were con- 
mitted in former time; ſo in thi all fins committed after 
Baptiſm are likewiſe remitted? ' - |" 
Now | fay, what is the natural tendency of allthis, 
but/to make People believe that ' their, Salvation'vr 
Damnation is'in the Power of'\the Pricft, "tliat he is1 


little God Almighty, and his diſcharge would '&}[ 


tainly paſs current in the- Court -of Heaven. © But 
there is ſophiſtry and juggle in-all this, as I thus mak: 
appenr fp] (UTE, pon cored 16 Lye £100 
. - 1. The Prieſt -cannot/ parden Whom the will, "k 
him be called Fudex' and. Preſes never fo; for if h 
Sentence be not according to Law it will be declared 
Null at the Great Day ; only it may be good and vs 
- in the mean time zyx foro Beelefor: and here hies tit 
cheat. '' Fe 

2, Nor are all fins retained or unforgiven with Gol, 
that are not . pardoned by the Prieſt ; it is true it 
publick Scandals, till the Sinner ſubmit to the Churcl, 
God will not forgive him ; For what that binds u 


Earth is in this ſenſe bound in Heaven ; but what hati 


the Church to do to retain,or to bind the Sinner in tix 
caſe of ſecret ſins,where it can charge no guilr on him! 


3. Ng 


a_ DHA « Saws Al. draconch. 


who by his Proclamation -be 


Teſtimonies of the judgment of the AncientChurch. 
| G 
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2:4.. Nor is-it: properly: the-a& of 'the Ptieft which 
pardons, but the Tenor of the Law, aadthedifpeſition 
of Mind in the Penitent agreeable thereunto,qualfying 
him for Pardon, to which the-Pardaw-is to be imputed : 
As i is-not thexHerald which r””mes -but the Prince 
ows that Grace pai 

thoſe who are ſa-aad ſe qualified. | 
4- Nor, Laſtly, Can the Prieſt be faid to pardon 
fo properly by thoſe Majeſtick wards, ab/o/ue te, as 
by his whole Miniſtry, in ioftruting People in the - 
Terms of the New Covenant, and maling Applicatian 
efthat to then by the: Sacraments; this he hath Com- 
miſſion to do, but thoſe-big words I cannot find that he 
hath any where Authority co pronounce and therefore 
(as I think I obſerved before ) the Ancient Church 
had no form of Abfolution, but anly receiving Peni- 
tents to. the Communion : And the Greet Church had 
ſo much modeſty” as to Abfolve mm the third Perſon, 


not in the firſt, to ſhew that their Pardon was Mini- 


ftertal and. Declarattve only. 

- All theſe things notwithflanding the People are letto 
go away with fuch an Opipion as eforeſaid (becaule it | 
1s for the Grandeur and' Intereſt of the Priefthood, 
that they ſhould be cheated;but theſe mifapprehenſions 
would vaniſh, if their teachers would be fo juſt as to 
diftinguiſh between God's Abſolntion, and the Abſo- 
lution of the Church ; the firſt of which extends to 
the moſt fecret ſins, the latter to open Scandals only ; 
the one delivers from all real guilt, the other from 
external Cenſure only ; of the latter the Prieſt may 
(by the leave of the Church) have the full diſpenſation, 


.fothar he is teally pardoned with her that hath ſatisfied 


the Prieſt ; but of the former he diſpenſes but conditio- 
maily. To confirm all which I will here add only two 


The 
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The firſt is of Firmilianus Biſhop of Czſarea- in. his 
Epiſtle to St. Cyprian, reckoned the Seventy Filth of 
St. Cyprians, where ſpeaking of holding Eccleſiaſticah 
Councils every Year, he gives theſe reaſons for it ; 77: 


fi qua graviora ſunt communi confilio dirigantur, lapfis 
quogue fratribus,& poſt lavacrum ſalutare a Diabolo vul. 
neratis, per penitentiam medela queratur; non quaſi a' 
 nobys remiſſionem peccatorum conſequantur, ſed ut per 
nos ad intelligentiam deliftorum ſuorum convertantur,&* 


Domino plenius ſatisfacere cogantur ; partly (faith he) 
that by joint advice, and common conſent, we may 
agree upon an-uniform Order in ſuch weighty Aﬀairs 
as. concern our reſpective Churches, partly that we 
may give relief, and apply a remedy to thoſe who by 
the tempration of the Devil have tallen into fin after 
Baptiſm ;- no? that we can give them Pardon of their 
fin, but that by our Miniſtry they may be brought to « 
knowledge of their fins, and" diretted into a right courſe. 


to obtain Pardon at the Hands of God. The other is. 


of Theodorus Arch-Biſhop. of Canterbury whoſe words: 


tuar.apudBeat. arc theſe : Confeſſto que ſoli Deo fit purgat pecoata * Ea 
Rhen. 7» pref. | 
ad Terrul 
pans. 


vero-qua Sacerddti fit, docet qualiter purgentur. Confeſs 


* fron to God properly obtains the Pardon-of * Sin; but by: 
Confeſſion to Men, we are only- put into the right way to: 


obtain pardon. Thus they : 

But now in the Church of Rowe, the caſe is-other- 
wiſe ; there the Prieſt ſuſtains the Perſon of our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt-himſelf, and is not ſo much his Delegate as- 
his Plenipotentiary, and his Pardon is-as fulland good” 
as if. the Judge of the World had pronounced it pro: 
Tribunal; fo that if the moſt lewd and habitual Sinner 
have but the good fortune to go out ofthe World un- 
der the Bleſſing of his Ghoſtly-Father ; that is to ſay, 
either death-came ſo ſoon after his laſt Abſolution, or 
the Prieſt.came ſo. opportunely after _—_— 


S 
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-hath not begun a new-ſcore, he is ſure to go Heaven 
[without more ado; This I repreſent as the firſt mif- 
chief attending their Do@trine, 'and Practice of Auri- 
. cular Confeſſion. But this is not all, for 


Secogdly, It corrupts and debauches the very Do- 
Arine and Nature of Repentance which the whole 
Goſpel lays ſo much ſtreſs upon: Making Attrition 


- (which is but a ſlight ſorrow tor ſin, or a diſlike of it 


ig Contemplation of the Wrath of God impendent over 
it) paſs for Contrition, which implies an hatred and 
deteſtation of it for its own moral evil and deformity, 
with a firm reſolution of amendment. This they 
many of them-are not' aſhamed to teach, and their 
practice' of Abſolution ſuppoſes and requires it. The 
Jeluites in particular, who have almoſt ingroſt tothem- 
ſelves the whole Monopoly of Confeſſions, avow this 
3s their Principle. Father Bauny, Eſcobar, and Sua- 
rez declare their Judgment, that the Prieſt ought to 
abſolve a Man upon his ſaying, that he deteſts his ſin, 
although at the ſame time the Confeſſor doth not be- 
lieve that he does ſo. And Cauſ/n faith, if this benot 
true, there can be no uſe of Conteſſions amongſt the 
greateſt part of Men. Theſe things (it's true) are 
diſliked by ſome others of the Romani/ts, and the 
Curees of France are ſo honeſt as to cry ſhame of it be- 
fore all the World ; tor, fay they, Attrition is but the 
work of Nature, and it that alone will ſerve for Par- 
don, then a Man may be pardoned without Grace. 
But therefore, ſay the others, the Sacrament of Pe- 
nance doth it alone, and this is tor- the Honour of the 
Sacrament ; greatly tor the Honour of it (fay-I) that 
it is of greater power then our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


his Goſpe), which cannot help a wicked Man to Hea- 
ven, whileſt he continues ſo, but this Sacrament it, _ 


{ems can, Nor can they excuſe. this matter by fay- 
A : G 2 ing 
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ing theſe odious aſſertions are but the private 'Opi. - 
ee ciiokis Divines. For they are ur to 
by the determinations of the Council of rex; I con- 
Conc. Trident. feſs that Council delivers it elf 'warily-and icumingply 
Sf-14 C9? + jn this point (as it uſes.to-do:in iſuch-caſes) yet theſe 
are their words, Ja wero cot ritio imperfetta que at 
tritio dicitur, quamuois fue Sacramento P wniteutie per 
fe ad juftificationemperducere peccatorem nequeat, ta- 
men eum ad Dei Gratiam m Sacramento Prwnitentic im 
petrandam diſponit, &c. Which 1s:as much as ito ſay, 
though Attritionor:aſuperficial Sorrow for 'Sin, bare. 
ly, alone, and without Conteſlion ito -a/Prieſt, will not 
zuſtify-a.Man before God,yet:Attrition and Confeſſion 
together will-do it, -for then they are as igood 'as true 
Repentance. And in this fenfe /Melchior :Canus long 
ſince thought he undeyſtoodithe:Council'well enough. 
Thirdly, This:bufineſs of AuriculariConteflion, as 't 
- is practiſed in the Chureh ofiRome, is fo'far from-being 
2.means to,prevent and reſtrain fin, -as it highly pre 
rends to be .(.and Tamyſure as :it ought:to' be, :if it be 
good :for any thing) that contrariwiſe 'it is either 
loſt labour, .and a:meer Ceremony, 'or 'it greatly m- 
courages and imboldens, and hardens Men in it, both 
bythe Secrecy, the Multitudes, and heFrequency-of 
theſe Confeſſions, by the curſory, thypocritical and 
ny CO by theiſlightPenances im. 
poſed, and-the'cheapneſs, !eafineſs, :and-ever: profiitu- 
rion of. Abſolutions, | 
It were-eafy to be copious:in:inſtances of all theſe 
kinds, but it 15 an ugcomfortable:ſubje&, and'T haſten - 
to. aconclufion ;'therefore!L will only:touch upon-them - 
briefly. | 
1. For.the privacy of thefe: Confeſſions. In the An» 
cieat Church. (as F have noted before) *the Scandalous 
 Sunner--was brought upon the ' Stage: before a great 
; ”y Aſſembly 
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: akmbly of Grave:and Holy Men, he lay proſtrate on 


the ground, ''which he watered with 'his Tears, dhe 
eepton/his Knees, and:iimplored the Pittyand Prayers 
ef all-profenr, in whoſe countenances ( iffor:iſhame he 
could Jook-up)) the faw abhorreaceof this fact,” indig- 
mtion at:Got!'s diſhonour, conjoined with compaſſion 
$ohis Soul, :andijoy for :his Repentance ; his Qonte(- 
fon was #ull of .remorfe. and-confufion.; the: xemedy 
yes-as ſharp and difguftful £0 Fleſh and Blood. as the 
Diſeaſe 'hatl been -pleafant, and :the:pain.of this -ex- 
pation was -able-to-imbitter the ſweet of Sin tothim 
ever after. Or if the Confeſſion was not made.be- 
farethe-whote>Church, but o'the Penitentiary anly,. 
yt he Was atGrave and Holy 'Perſon, -chofeniby:the 
Chureh, -and! repreſenting it, -a Perſonreſitient in. that 
Charch, and fo able to take notice of, -and -mind the 
fwure:Converfationiof thoſe:that :aUdreſled themſelves. 
t#him ;''a Perſan of that 'SanAityandReverence thar 
kceould not-chooſe (but deteſt and abhor :all'baſe ang: 
vikadtionsthatſhould cometo hisknowledge:Now:tt 
muſt needs 'be a 'terrible-cut'to a Sinner 'to'have all, 
ts lewdneſslaid.open before ſuch-an one, and:then-to- 
bejuſtly, and'ſharply-rebuked-by'him;ro:havehis fins. 
woravated,and to be made toſſeerhisown ugly1ſhape:in 
errue glaſs held'by htm; beſides to-beenjoined-theper- 
formanee of a ſtrict'Penance-of Faſting and Prayer,and: 
Mer all (if this do-not- do) to have the Chyrch:made: 
wquainted with-the whole-matter (as .in--the caitaf 
the Deacon aforefaid.) This courſe was likely:to work. 
fomething of remorſe in-the Sinner tor what wad paſt, 


| and to make him watchful and: careful for the time-to- 


come. 

But what is the way of the-Church of Rome like +to- 
this? Where a Man may confeſs to any-Prieſt,; to him: 
that knows him. not, and.iſo-cagnot-obſerve his a 
lite- 
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. weakens (the efficacy of it, ſo that if it do no harm, 


| Men ſecure and careleſs, and grow as familiar with Þ;* 
ſin a$ with the remedy, or at leaſt think as well of F* 


6f duricular Confeſſion. 
[life and carriage; nay, perhaps that knows hot hoyff... 
:to yalue'the guilt of fin, or:to- judge-which be Venigl Þ'%% 
and which:Mortal Sins, or;-eſpecially what circyy 
ſtances do alter the ſpecies of it, and it may be to, (® 
he may be ſuch an one that makes no Conſcience hin, YW* 
ſelf ofthe ſins I confets to him. Now,whea all is tranf {'%;." 
fam 

whic 


ated between me and fuch a Prieft ina corner, and 

'that under the .inviolable. Seal-of ; Confeſſion, wha 
great ſhame can this put.me to ?. What remorſe 4 
likely to work in me ? What ſhall difcourage me fron: 
going on to /in again, if no worſe thing happen y 


2. And then for the multitude of Confeſſions ate 
Church-of Rome, i that alſo takes off: the ſhame, and og 


it is not' likely to do any .good ; for who is con fl::4 
cern'd much inthe doing that which | he fs $5 
all the World do-as well as himſelf; if only -notaty i #*: 
ous: Sinners: were brought to © Confeſſion ( as.zN* 
was in the Primitive Church )' then it might - pro- 
bably and reaſonably provoke a bluſh, and cauſe a re UP 
morſe in him to whom ſuch a remedy was preſcribe; £** 
but when he ſees the whole Pariſh, and the Prieſt too 
brought to it, and Men as generally complying with I;® 
it, as they approach to the Lord's Table ; Wha 
great wonders can this work ? What ſhame can it 
inflict . upon any Man! What effe&: can be ex Þ*%; 
peted from it, but that it ordinarily make £5* 


themſelves as of other Men, fince it ſeems they haves Þ;. 
much need of Conteflion and abſolution as him $*-. 
ſelf - Bye! 
3. To which the frequency and often repetitions of þ® 

tlieſe kind of Contefſions adds very much; it is very 


likely (407 
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| or ſecond time he goes to Confeſſion, and it may 


T5 
EL 


doubt it is ſome: reſtraint of fin whilſt a Man is 


* fieen uſed to this a while, it grows eaſie and habitual. 

\ th 0, bio, and cuſtem | hath made the very: pu-- 

an} Iiikment pleaſant as.well as, the ſin; eſpecially, if we 
16d. j 


* The formal, curfory, hypocritical, and illuſive 


© Nike a Man may chooſchisown Prieſt, and then to be 
we the greateſt Sinner. will have a Confeſſour right: 


made. upon his Perſon. nor. his.fins ; that a Man may, 
with 
\hat 
n it 
ex- 


a_ tie other damn him; nay... for failing, the. forgetful. 


1] of {ner may. have another Man to conteſs for him, os 
leaſt he may confeſs, that he.hath not.confeſſed, 


wy. have one Confeſſour for . his . Mortal. fins, and 
VEAS 
11M- 


_ ſome or other of their great Caſuiſts ; now let any. 


, y that "modeſty. may: work much upon-a Man-the 
zcthing diſcompoſe his. Countenance when he lays 


. all his ſecret miſcarriages, to a Perſon eſpecially- 
x. whom he. hath a Reverence (| for we ſee every. 
zo, even fin it ſelf is modeſt in its beginnings;) and. 
I eaſbl that he muſt undergo a great deal of painand- 
ſame in vomiting up again his ſweet Morſels- 
which he eats in ſecret : But by that time he hath. 


mys of Confeſſion. .in frequent uſe amongſt them ;. as. 


o (i his turn, that ſhall not be too ſevere and ſcrupu-. 
j bus with him ; that a Man-may confeſs2x tranſfira, in. 
tkurry, or huddle, and. then; there can- be no-remark 


make one part of his Confeſſion to one. Prieſt, and re-- 
eve the other part for another, ſo that neither of. 
them ſhall be able to make any thing of it; that he 


wother for. his Venial ;. ſo that one ſhall fave him, if 


life and abundance more ſuch .illuſive Methods are. 
a daily uſe amongſt them, and not only taken.up by: 
is of $-£ licentious and unconſcionable. People, but allowed 


cely Wanjudge. whether this be a likelier way toreſtrain fin, | 
or. . 
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or toencourage it; whether the eaſtneſs of thereme. 
dy (if this be' one) thuſk or” of neceſfiry make the | 
Diſeafe ſeern'nor very formidable'; un a word,whether 
this-be-not 2 ridiculing their own Religion, and;which 
is worſe, a teiching Men to be fo foot trardy as fo maps 


a mock of fer. 

g. This ſad reckoning will be inflamed yer hiphe 
if we confider che flight Penances wftrally impoſed by 
theſe Spiritual Judges uposs the greateft Crimes. The 
Councitdetermines that che Confeffour muſt beexadhy 
rtiade 4cquzinted with altthe circumftances of rhe fin, 
that ſolie may be abfſe-to adjuſt a Penance to ir ; noy 
whett ſortie great ſin is confefled and that in very foul 
circumſtances, if the Penance proportioned to it, by 
the Prieſt be'to fty two or three Parer Nofters, 
Ave-Marid's. extraordinary, to give't little Money it 
Alrtis t& the Poot or foine Pions ufe, to kneel ont 
bare kriees before ſacht a Sttrine, ro kiſs fackr antfmagy 
to go on Pilgrimage a few Miles to fuch a Saint, « 
it moſt to wer ar Har Shirt, or it maybe to fit 

with Pik,and Wine,artd Sweetrrteats,&c. dork not thi 
Take that fin whick is thus' riawled and ſtignatized 
took. very dreadfifly, cart any Man find in his Hearf 
to ſin agairtt, when it hath coſt him fo dear alre 
dy ? 

"Oh but they will teff us thefe Penances arenotin 
tended to correfpond with the guift of the ſin, buro 
ly to fatisfy the debt of Temporal puniſhment. Bu 
we had thought that rhe end ot Penance had been, ti 
work itt the Penitent a diſpoſition for Pardon, by gs 
vitig him both opportunities ard dire&ion to expre 
the ſincerity of his Repentance ; and this was cheuk 
of Petrance ir the Primitive Church, together witl 
the taking off the Scandal from the Society ; and faff 
that other end how doth the Church of Reme knoi 


”* » 
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focertainly that there is a debt of Temporal puniſh- 


ment remaining dae, after the ſin is pardoned beforg, 
- God; it is true, God may pardon ſo far only as he 


pleaſes, he may reſolve to puniſh temporally thoſe 
whom he hath forgiven eternally, as we ſee he did in 
the caſe of David. but that this 1s not his conſtant 
Method appears by this that our Saviour relcaſes 
the Temporal puniſhment to many in the Goſpel, 


whoſe diſeaſes he cured , faying to them, Tour {ins 


are forgiven you, when as yet it did not appear that all 


Scores were quitted with God ſo, but that they 
"might have periſhed eternally, 1f they did not prevent 
it by Faith and Repentance. 


-6. But laſtly, to come to an end of this ſad ſtory, 
the eaſineſs and proſtitution of their abſolutions in the 


_ Church of Rome contributes, 8s much ro the encoura- 


ing of Vice and careleſneſs in Religion as any of the 


dormer ; for what elſe can be the natural efte& and 


conſequence of that ruled caſe among their Caſuiſts 
{as I ſhew'd before) that the Prieſt is bound to ab- 


" folve him that confeſſes, and faith, he is ſorry for his 


Mo, though he doth. in his Heart believe that heis not 


. contrite, but that either the Prieſts Pardon is a very 


cheat, or elſe that Pardon is'due of courſe to the moſt 
Ampenicent Sinner, and there is no more to do but Con- 
feſs and be Saved? or what is the meaning of their 
common practice to abſolve men upon their Death- 
beds, whether they be contrite, or attrite, or neither, 
at leaſt when they can give no Evidence of either ? If 
they intended this only for abſolution from the Cen- 
ſures of the Church it might be called Charity, and 
look ſomething like the praftice of the Primitive 
Church, which releaſed thoſe upon their Death-beds, 


whom it would not — all their lives before, tho 
igns of Attrition and con- 
H trition 


- 49 


_- 


Of Auricular Confeſsion. 
erition too ; but theſe pretend to quiteanother thing; 
_— to releaſe men in foro. Conſcientia, and to 
give them a Paſs-port to Heaven without Repentance, 
which is a very ſtrange thing, to ſay no worſe of it. 
Or to inſtance one thing more, what is the meaning 
of their praQtice of giv.ng Abſolution before the Pe. 
nance is performed ( asis uſual with them) unleſsthis 
be it, that whether the Man make any Conſcience at 
all how he lives hereafter, yet heis pardoned as much 
as the Prieſt can do it for him, and is not thisa likely 


way of reformation ? 


I conclude therefore now upon the whole matter 
that Auricular Confeſſion, as it is uſed in the Church 
of Rome, 1s only an Artifice of greatening the Prieſt, 
and pleaſing thePeople ; a trick of gratifying the un- 
devout and impious as well as the Devout and Rei 
£i0us; thelatter it impoſes upon by its outward ap- 
pearance of Humility and Piety;to the former it ſerves 
tor a palliative Cure of the Gripes of Conſcience, 
which they are now andthen troubled with ;inreality | | 
it tenfls to make ſincaſte and tolerable by the cheap. iſ © 
neſs of its Pardon, and ina word, it 4s nothing but | 
the Old Diſcipline of the Church in Duſt and Aſhes. 
And therefore though the Church of Z»gland in her 
Liturgy, piouſly wiſhes for the Reſtauration of the An- 
cient Diſcipline of the Church, it can be no defect in 
her that ſhe troubles not. her felf with this Rub- 
biſh. | | 


[4 
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' 3nd that in; the-prime of his years, and moſt flpuri- 
Gattice: H 2 F 


* 4 POST-SCRIPE.: 


' A Fter I had finiſhed the foregoing Papers, and moſt 
A part of-them had alſo paſt the Preſs, I happened 
to have notice that there was a Book juft then come 
over from France, written by a Divine of the Sorboxe, 
which with great appearance of Learning maintained 
the juſt contrary to what I had aſſerted ( eſpecially in 
the Hiſtorical part of this Queſtion) and pretended to 
prove from the moſt Ancieat Monumeats of the Holy * 
Scriptures,. Fathers, Popes and Councils, that Auri- 
cular Conteflion had been the conſtant No&rine, and 
Univerſal and Uainterrapted uſage of the Chriſtian 
Church for near x 300 years from the Times of our Sa- 
viour to the Laterane Conncil. | 

..' So ſoonas I heard this, 1 heartily wiſhed, that ei- 
ther the ſaid Book had come out a little ſooner, or at 


, eaſt that my Papers had been yet in my hands; to 


the inteat that it might have been in my Power, to 
have correted what might be amiſs, or ſupplied what 
was defective in that ſhort Diſcourſe, or indeed if oc- 
calion were, to have wholly ſuppreſt it. 

For as foon as I entered upon the ſaid Book, and 
found from no leſs a Man than the Author himſelf, 
that;i.he had diligently read over all that had been 
written on both ſides of this controverſy, and that this 
wark of his was the product of Eighteen years ſtudy, 


ſhing 


— 
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spplaufe and approbation of the Faculty, F thought x 
in haſte by a Man of no Namegand full enough of other 


fo elaborate a work. PLE 

But by that time I had read a little further, I took. 
Heart, and permitted the Preſs to go on ; and now, 
that I have gone over the. whole, I do here profeſs 
ſincerely, that in all that learn=d Diſcourſe F ſcarcely 
found any thing which F had not foreſeen, and as1 
think in ſome meaſure prevented. But certain I am; 
nothing occurred that ſtaggered my Judgment, or 
which did not rather confirm me in what had writ- 
ten; for though I met with abundance of Citations, 
and a great deal of Wit, and Dexterity in the manage 
ment of them, yet I found none of them come home 
ro the point ; for whereas they ſometimes recommend 


Church, ſometimes tothe Prieſt or Biſhop as well as 
to God Almighty : Again ſometimes they ſpeak great 


great Honour that Order hath in being wonderfully 
uſeful to the relief of Guilty or AﬀiSed Conſciences, 
other while they treat of the Power of the Keys, and 


tures, the Comfort of her Abſolution, and the-ſeveri- 
ty of her Diſcipline,. &c. bur all theſe things are ac 
knowledged by us withoutlaborious proof, aswell as 
by our Adverſaries : That which we demand, and ex- 
pect therefore, is , where ſhall we find in any of the 
Ancient Fathers, Auricular Confeſfton ſaid to be a 
Sacrament, or any part of one ? Or where is the Uni- 
verſal neceſſity of it aſſerted ? Or that ſecret ſins com> 


ſhing time of his parts, that it was publiſhed uponthe * 
matureft deliberation on his part, and with the greateſt - 


had reafon to ſuſpect, whether a ſmall Tra&t, written ' 


Buſineſs, could be fit to be ſeen on the ſame Day with. 


and preſs Confeflion of Sinin general ſometimesto the 


'things: of the Dignity of the Prieſt-hood, and the 


the Authority of the Church, the danger-of her Cen- h 


mitted. 


_ 
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:  Y mitted after Baptiſm, are by no other means, or upon 
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Enother terms pardoned with God, then upon their 


ring confeſſed to men 2 In theſe things lies the hinge. 


DB efour diſpute, and of theſe particulars one ought in 


Reaſon to expect the moſt direft.and plain proot ima+ 


inable,, if the matter was of ſuch Conſequence, of 
| Zh Univerſal practice and notoriety as they. pretend; 


but. nothing of all this appears-in--this Writer more 
than in thoſe.that have gone before him. In contem-- 

tion of which Lnow adventure this little Tra& in- 
to the World, with ſomewhat more of Confidence 
then'T: ſhould have. done, had it not been. for this oc- 
caſion, | Ti 

But leſt I ſhould ſeem- to be. too-partial in. the 
Caſe, or to give too ſlight an account of this Learned 
Man's performance, the Reader who pleaſes ſhall be 
udge by a Specimen or. two which I will here briefly. 
repreſent to him... -- | | 
The former of them ſhall be the very firſt argument 
o Teſtimony he produces for his Afertion, which I 
therather make my choice to give inſtance in, becauſe 
no Man can be ſaid ingenuoufly to ſeek tor faults, 
to. pick. and chooſe, for matter of exception, that. 
takes the firſt thing that-.comes to hand. 
The buſineſs is this, Chap. 2. Page 11. of his Book 
lecites the Council of 74iberis (with a great deal of 


Farcumitance) as the firſt Witneſs for his Cauſe, and 


te Teſtimony is taken from the Seventy Sixth Cano 
tie words. are theſe, $7 quis Diaconum, &c. 2. e. Ifany 
Man ſhall ſufter himſelf to be ordained Deacon, and 
tall afterwards be convicted to have formerly com- 
nitted ſome Mortal ( or Capital Crime ;) if the ſaid 
ie .come to light by his own voluntary Confeſſi« 


£2, he ſhall for the. ſpace of Three years be debarred 


it Holy Communion, | þut in caſe his. fin be diſcover= 
wy md ot cs eo pon nk $1 ve <4: 
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ed and mide fnown to: the” Church' by fome othy' 


.and that not Auricular neither,but unto the Churcht 
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hand; then he ſhall fiffer- Five years ſuſpenſion; 4 
after that be admitted 'only to-Lay Communion, * ''% 
| Now who would have ever thought this paſhgeft 
to be made choice of as the firſt proof of Anriculy 
Confeſſion, or who can imagine it thonld be any prodf 
at all, much'leſs a clear or direct one > 4 
' Oh, but here is Confeſſion! It may happen ſo if the 
party pleaſe, but it is not enjoyned, bur voluntary, 


teaſt for ought appears. - _ 
And it is confeſtion of a ſecret Sin too! True-it wx 
ſo, till it waseither confeſſed or betrayed. | 
' And here is Penance impoſed for a'ſecret fin: Tne 4 
whet it was become publick, HW fon 
And here is a diflerent degree of Penance impoſd W tag 
upon him that ingenuouſly confeſſes, from him'tha woi 
ſtays till he is accuſed, and hath his fin proved upon bl 
him :. And good Reaſon, for the one gave tokens 
Repentance, and the other none.” But then heres 
Whar? no Sacrament'of Penance, no declare! 
abſolute neceflity of Confeſſion to Menin order topar 
don with God, but only anecefſity that when thetaf 
is become notorious, whether by the Confeſſion oftir 
Party, or otherwiſe, that the Church uſe her endes 
vours to bring the Sinner to Repentance, and free ha 
felf from Scandal by making a difference betwixt tr It a 
good and the Bad, the more hopeful, and the lefs. * 
Tf this be a clear and proper Argument for thent 
eefſity of Auricular Confefſton.: God help poor Pr 
reſtants that cannot diſcern it ;. but oh the Wit a! 
Man, and'the Power of Learning:and'Logick! Why lignt 
may not ſuch Men' prove tf they have # mind to'it! 
The other-paſſige Tinſtance in,is trr hisTenthChoY Bl 
rer, Pag. 156, viz; the Critical and: Famous Bu! 
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; Of Aaricular Confeſsion. A 
of the Nefarian Reformation: at Conſtantinople, of 
which T have ſpoken ſomewhat largely in the torego- 
2. ing Papers. Now for this : This Learned Gentleman 
<} afrer he hath acknowledged very frankly that pub- — 
lr fick Confeſſion of fins was the Ancient uſe of the 
roof} Church in the times of St. Jrenzus, Tertullian, Cy- 
ian, and Origen ; that is, for the ſpace of about 
fthe I Three hundred years, and that infteadof that ancient 
ary, uſzge(npon occaſton of theDec/an Perſecution) a public 
hat Y Penitentiary was _—_— at Conſtantinople, and 
moſt other Orthodox Churches, and in ſhort, after he 
well hid with more ingenuity then ſome others of his party, 
1K owned the undofored "Truth of the Relations bi $5. 
Tre crates and Sozomen touching this Aﬀair, and made 
» | ome Obſervations thereupon not much to the advan- 
tape of his cauſe, . he at length- delivers that which 
would be very much to his purpoſe, if it could becre- 
dble ; namely, that upon the whole matter Nefarius: 
maboliſhiog the Penitentiary, neither aboliſhed pub- 
kk nor private Confeſſions, bur inſtead of obliging 
Men to go to the Penitentiary left every Man bound: 
If © reſort to- his -reſpeQtive Dioceſan, and confeſs: 
W lis fins to him ;' and: fo Auricular Confeſſion is after 
A this change every whit as neceſſary as. it was beliiie ;, 
fery true (ſay I) it is as neceſſary now as it was be- 
i fore, for it was only voluntary before, and ſo it may- 
Y be after. But if the intention of Nefarius, and the 
. "Y f&& of that alteration was-only the change of the 
Perſon, and every Man ſtill obliged to confeſs to ſome 
© body, how comes it to be faid'in the ſtory that every 
it of Man was left! to his-own Confcience, doth that word 
/ fonify the Biſhop? then we have found- out a-right 
/ it? Þ Fanatic Dzoceſan,tor they will all readily confeſs to this: 
bo Biſhop, and believe his Abſolution as ſufficient as any 
ſirbff Remani/# of them all doth ; Anc yet it ſeems to. be un-- 
ol deniably 
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: *deniably -plain- that, Secrates-atter this..Refor ng 
thought of no other Confeſlor but this; nor imay 


Mea.'now:bound.to, make any -other Confedli Ong 
this- (which/if it-was not Auricular was very ec 
for otherwiſe how comes. it to paſs.that he .cxpe 
lates. the . matter , with Exdiemon who! adviſed} 
change, and bewail'd the danger of this liberty w 
was hereby. given men, if they were as ſtrialy bg 
ſill to.confeſs- to their Biſhop as they were betas 
the Penitentiary ; therefore the. Truth of rhe Bufi 

- ſeems evidently to be this, that men were-now.t 
berty to make their Confeſſions ot ſecret. Sins volu 
rily, as they were no doubt before the Inſtitution 
Penitentiary. Andnow what hath this Learned & 
tleman gotten by muſtering up this ſtory ; well-ly 
ever the Comining muſt be: held, let the Prem 
look to themſelves. Coley net 50M 
. I could find in my Heart (now my hand is in 
proceed further and to obſerve ; what pittiful 4 
he'is put to, in his Thirteenth Chapter, to evadg 
Teſtimonies brought by Monſieur Daze out of 
Chryſoſtom againſt his Aypethefis. - And. the ral 
becauſe-.{out of mere tediouſneſs/ of. writing). Lim 
foff@going Papers omitted to ſpecify the molt remal 
bleViſcourſes which that excellent Author hathiw 
this. Subject.. But the Authorities are ſo plain. and 
anſwerable, and: the Evaſions of this Gentlemat 
forced and palpable, that -I think. it needleſs toy 
about. to vindicate the one,' or confute the other | 
in ſpight of Art this ſame Thirteenth Chapter (/ 
ſpeak of) will afford no leſs than Thirteen Argumg 
againſi the.neceſſity of Auricular Confeffion. . 11 
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